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CHAP. . 
or & 


HERE can be but Our Gop. 
—He muſt be eternal, and 
immutable ; ; to worſhip any other 
being, or matter, under whatſoever 
denomination, or form, as God; is 
not only highly abſurd, but impious. 
B 2 — The 


[ 43 


he #ronger, or goerſive attributes 
ef God, muſt be All. miglity Power, 
Wiſdom, and Juſtice; his benign At- 
tributes, Love, and Mercy. —Man 
has fallen into innumerable errors, 
molt fatal in their conſequences, re- 
ſpecting his preſent, as well as future 
felicity; by forming his ideas of. the 
attributes, qualities, and operations 
of the Deity, by the ſimilitudes of 
an earthly ſovereign, or parent. 
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CHAP. II. 
Of C RE ATT ON. 


Section 1. HE Creation of this 

terreſtrial globe, and 
ſurrounding planetary ſyſtem, ap- 
pears a ſtupendous work of ſupreme 
wiſdom and power; from What we 
feel, ſee, and know, of our own. 
ſphere, we can only form an unpro- 
fitable gueſs of what paſſes, or exiſts 
in the others; , our own ſtate calls 
alone for our attention, although the 
connected chain, and muta! depen- 
dance of the who/e is molt obvious. 


Sect. 2. Tur conſideration of the 


material parts of our globe, how ſoever 
wonderful! 


41 

he ſtronger, or coer/ive attributes 
of God, muſt be All. mighty Power, 

Wiſdom, and Juſtice; his benign At- 

tributes, Love, and Mercy. - Man 

has fallen into innumerable errors, 


moſt fatal in their conſequences, re- 

ſpecting his preſent, as well as future 
felicity; by forming his ideas of the 

attributes, qualities, and operations 

of the Deity, by the ſimilitudes of 
an earthly / reign, or parent. 
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CHAT 
Of CREATION. 


Section 1. HE Creation of this 

terreſtrial globe, and 
ſurrounding planetary ſyſtem, ap- 
_ pears a ſtupendous work of ſupreme 
wiſdom and power; from what we 
feel, ſee, and know, of our own. 
| ſphere, we can only form an unpro- 
fitable gueſs of what paſſes, or exiſts 
in the others; our dw ſtate calls 
alone for our attention, although the 
connected chain, and mutual dapen- 
dance of the wwho/e is molt obeious. 


Sec. 2. Tur confideration of the 


material parts of our globe, howſoever 
wonderful! 


* 
Wonderful! and other inexplieable 
properties, is foreign to the preſent 
purpoſe. He that formed them can 
alone inveſtigate them; its inhabi- 


tants alone being the ſubject of * 
meditations. 


Sect. 3. Tur profuſion of animal 
life ſcattered over the face of the 
_ *earth, in the boſom of the deep, and 

in the ſurrounding atmoſphere, ap- 
pears aſtoniſhing to a thinkipg being, 
but more eſpecially thoſe animated 
forms, who bear the marks of rati- 
onality; of theſe, mankind ſtands in 
the firſt rank; and thoſe commonly 
called the brutes, ſeem only to move 
in a lower degree of ſuoordination 
to that ruling power, which com- 
mands the 21/5. 
. Sect. 5. Wu xx!“ 
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Sect. 4. Wu a man of deep re- 
flection ſurveys the amazing appara- 
tus of all nature, he cannot avoid 
aſking, Why are theſe things ſo? to 
what cauſe? to what end, or purpoſe, 
has ſuch infinite power and wiſdom 
been employed He will proceed 
in his enquiries, and ſay, Why am I 
brought into exiſtence? Why am 
I. with myriads of my fellow ani- 
mals, under various 'forms, doomed, 
* Rxed, to this 1 ee 


3 1 with a race 
of intelligent beings, brought into ex- 
iſtence, without our aſſent or know - 
ledge; deſtined to a reſidence, preg- 
nant with innumerable evils, and 
ſubjected to miſeries natural and mo- 


ä 

ral, which we cannot foreſee or a- 
void; and which we are not conſci- 
ous. we have deſerved:— a diſmal 
ſtate this, it muſt be confeſſed, and 
were we to / here, and draw our 
concluſions from theſe premiſes, we 
ſhould ſtand juſtify'd in thinking, 
there is no God; or, that that God 
is not only unjuſt, but cruel; and 
too many it is probable do /p here, 
and thence flows infidelity, and im- 
moralities of every ſpecies; but let 
us go on. | 


Set. 6. Here I will adopt the 
words, which a Chriſtian Philoſo— 
pher puts into the mouth of a Hea- 
then; „If there is a power above 
“ us, (and that there is, all nature 


* cries aloud through all her works) 
«© he 


19 
he muſt delight in virtue, that 
is, he mult be 2 ful God; as ſuch, 
he cannot without impiety be ſup- 
poſed wantonly to exert allmighty 
power in the creation of Beings, 
which ſeem only to be brought into 
exiſtence, to taſte the bitter cup of 
affliction, diſeaſe, and death; the 
concluſion is ſelf evident, namely, 
there muſt have been ſome original 
antecedent cauſe for this miſerable al- 
Jotment of humanity, in which the 
brute creation participates; and it is 
moſt certainly. the duty of every ra- 
tional being humbly to inveſtigate this 
cauſe, in a matter ſo ſelf- eſſential, 
and of ſuch infinite moment, to his 
preſent and future well being; that 
his mind may be free d from all 
95 doubt 


| 
| 
= 
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Joubts, reſpeing the ideas he ought 
to entertain of his Creator, that he 
may enable himſelf to juſtify the 
ways of God to Man,” and account 


for this ſeeming contradiction, be- 


tween i works and his attributes. 


9 = . 1 


the perſonal original An eee by 
any individuals ſhould. be entailed on 


their ſucceſſors or deſcendants; and 


that thoſe ſhould be punithable there- 


fore, ſeems repugnant to reaſon and 


1 


God; as ſuch an opinion deſtroys the 
very eſſence and being of Free wil, 


juſtice ; ; conſequently injurious to 


therefore this cannot be 7he cauſe of 


our allotment here—it follows 
then, we muſt proceed farther in 


our ſearch for the real ane; and 
in 


1 
Lt AY 
in "order thereto, it becomes ne- 
nene priori, to enquire into the 


nãtut̃e and eſſential qualities ef Man 
and Brute. 


Sect. 8. All true Philoſophers are 
unanimous in pronouncing Man a 
Beg cmpounded of an intelli- 
gent Spirit, and Matter; the firſt 
immortal, the laſt mortal, or periſh- 
able; 'whileſt the wonderful union 
between this ſpirit and matter, or 
foul and Body, ſubfiſts, the *depentt- 
ance on each other, is abſolute, and 
mutual; as the material parts "ac- 
quire ſtrength ard enlargement, the 
active powers of the ſpirit acquire 
new farce; neither of them can en- 
gage in perfect or uniform action, 


without the partei of each. 
A 
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A rational arrangement of reflections 
and abſtraction of Ideas, cannot be 


produced, when the Brain and its ap- 


pendages are by violence, or other 


occult cauſes, obſtructed in its pro- 
per action. | | 


Sec. 9. Warn the conſtitution 
85 the body, and its ſecretions which 


are parts of it, abound with Bile, 


the Soul is dark, deſigning, ſuſpici- 
ous and unſocial; when the ſanguine 
caſt is predominant, the ſoul is ac- 
tive, enterprizing, fiery, yet open and 


unſuſpecting; when phlegm, and 


lymph, the colder humours, take the 
lead; the ſoul is lazy, complacent, 
inactive, and in the general inoffen- 
ve; in ſome individuals where theſe 
principal fluids are in irregular pro- 


portion 
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portion, the ſoul partakes of a mixt 
character; diſplaying at different 
times, all the qualities above enu- 
merated; but, when they are happily 
and equally blended in the conſtitu- 
tion, the ſolids uſually act with pro- 
per elaſtic energy; the nervous fluid, 
the moſt eſſential of all, flows with 
uninterrupted hace; the body is in 
health, and the ſoul capable of aſ- 
ſuming a perfe& character. 


Sect. 10. FRoM the conſiderations 
in the two laſt ſections, it appears to 
| a moral certainty, the material part 
of our compound was originally 
formed for a temporary relidence for 
the ſpiritual; and we ſee death, or a 
total deprivation of ſenſe, and mo- 

B tion, 
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tion, in the former, can alone diſ- 
ſolve the union, and ſet the latter at 


liest x. 15 125 5 — 


SeR. 11. In the ſtate and predica- 
ment above deſcribed, ſtand the 
Brute Creation ; at leaſtall of them, 


that fall within our immediate conſi- 
deration and obſervation; human pride, 
unſupported by reaſon or philoſophy, 


can alone conceive, that Man is acom- 
pound of ſoul and body; and at the 
ſame time, vainly imagine and aſſert, 


the Brutes are mere material periſha- 


ble machines; what conviction have 


we from fact, reaſon, or philoſophy 
for the one, that the brutes have not 
an equal claim to? they are as ſtupen- 
douſly formed as ourſelves, their in- 

ternal 


1 

ternal conſtruction,” on the ſame ama- 
zing principles as our own; their 
animal economy, ſecretions, and ex- 
cretions, conducted through ſimilar 
tubes; and the circulation of life, 
ſenſation and motion, the ſame in the 
mouſe, as in the Monarch ! the ex- 
ternal covering of many of the tribes, 
far excelling ours in beauty, and con- 
venience ; their mode of generation, 
and propagation of the ſpecies, the 
fame ; with our perceptive faculties, 
and tumultuous, as well as amicable 
paſſions ; they are ſubjected to the 
fame natural evils, the ſame caſual- 
ties, the ſame diſeaſes, and the ſame 
death ; they dream as well as we do, 
which phznomenon has been thought 

by ſome ſages, to beone of the ſtrong- 
WY B 2 eſt 
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eſt proofs of the ſeparate exiſtence 


of the ſoul or ſpirit from the body; 
their depth of ſentiment, reflection, 


or cogitation, we are utterly ſtrangers 


to; and all the viſible difference be- 


tween us and them, 1s, that reſpect- 
ing their rational powers, they ſeem 
only to move in a ſphere ſome de- 


grees below us: Whether this diſ- 
tinction reflects honour upon Man, 


let the general tenor of his life and 
actions determine; and touching 


Man's aſſumed right of murdering 
them for his food, ſee the ſub- 
ject diſcuſſed at large by the Author 
of the diſſertation, under his third 
general head. 


Sect. 11. SUCH being the unhap- 


py deſtined lot of Man and Brute, 


they 


at 


1 

they muſt by ſome mode of tranfs 

greſſion have drawn this chaſtiſe- 
ment upon themſelyes, for God is 
juſt, and' never created any being to 
be unhappy; their preſent ſtate of - 
exiſtence could not be the period 
whech drew his diſpleaſure on them; 
their ſtate of infancy is an mofenfioe 
= ſtate, and yet ſubj ected to numberleſs 
calamities; their reſidence here is 
compulſive, not voluntary; it follows 
then, that the period of their origi- 
nal culpability muſt have mer in 
enofher Hate and place. 


Sect. ro. As mere matter can net 
ther think or act, it could not of- 
fend; conſequently the ſoul, or ſpi- 
ritual part of the compound, muſt 

B 3 1 


I. 

have been the ſole aggreſſor; as the 
ſoul is immortal, and is ſuppoſed to 
exiſt ſomewhere, after its ſeparation 
from the body, it muſt neceſſarily 
have exiſted ſomewhere, before its u- 
nion with it; and whereſoever that 
pre- exiſtent ſtate was, there muſt 
have ariſen its original offence. 
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Se&. 14. From the foregoing pro- 
poſitions, the ſubſequent corollaries 
may be fairly drawn: 1ſt, That this 
globe was conſtructed for the recep- 
tion of Man and: Brute. 2d, That 
the ſouls or ſpirits of all mortal forms, 
are ſtationed here as delinquents, in 

a ſtate of baniſhment, purgation, pu- 
niſhment and trial, for crimes. com- 
mitted in a former ſtate of exiſtence; 


impriſoned 


. 


+07 
impriſoned more immediately in, and 
united 10th, a material, corrupt, and 
periſhable covering of moſt marvel- 
lous conſtruction, yet ſubjected to e- 
very degrading and. mortifying- ap- 
pendage, that a ſpiritual and intel- 
ligent being can poſſibly be doom- 
ed to ſuffer. 3dly, Their offence 
muſt have been great, that drew on 


them ſo ſevere. a ſentence. Athly, 


Their original dignity muſt have 
been of the fit magnitude, by the 
profuſion of Wiſdom and Power, 
employed by their great Creator; not 


only in the wonderful conſtruction 
of their corporeal, mortal compaai- 
ons, but in that alſo of | this globe, 
deſtined ſolely for their habitation. 
5thly, That it is more than probable, 
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Sen planetary ſyſterns were pro- 


duced and formed for ſimilar pur- 
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Sect. 15. THE next circumſtance, 
which falls under the conſideration 


of a man of refleQior;, is, the ſpeci- 


fie nature of thoſe ſpiritual beings, 
which' we fee are decreed to animate 
material filth and corruption ; why 
created ? whenee they came? and 


what the complection of their crime? 


it mould ſeem that the offence of all 


muſt have been nearly equat, and of 


the fame die; as we obſerve the no- 


ble and the ignoble, the prince and 


the beggar, the celebrated beauty, 
the peacock, and the ſow that wal 
lows'i in the mire, are univerſally con- 

demned. 
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demned to undergo the ſame irkſome, 
$ degrading, and umiliating, common 
1 offices of exiſtence oh pride oh 


vanity ! oh arrogance ! on ' what a 
I doſt thou cre hy ſtandard! 


Sect. 16, We know only of fn: 
creations of intelligent beings ; to 
wit, Angel, Man, and Brute; a diſ- 
quiſition into the nature and attri- 
butes of the jr ft, may lead us to a 
right underſtanding of the other 
two: Our idea of Angels, preſent. 
them to us as beings origipaliy 
purely ſpiritual; as ſuch, their ſup- 
poſed familiar intercourſe with man- 
kind, as recorded in ſome hiſtories 
and fables of antiquity, was utterly 
impoſſible; as they were in their 
| : nature 


= 
nature impervious to the fight, hear- 
ing, and contact of human organs; 
(hich proves alſo the folly of be- 
lieving in the appearance of ghoſts 
and ſpirits) where the Angels have 
been ſaid to ſojourn, converſe, and 
eat and drink with mortals, it cannot 
be Zterally taken and underſtood, 
without the moſt magifeſt violation 
of ſenſe, reaſon, and philoſophy. 
bi Craft ever found its account in im- 
poſing on the credulity of ignorance 
and ſuperſtition, and nothing was 
more common amongſt the ancients, b 
than realhing viſionaries ;j—the word | 
4 Angel in its primitive ſenſe meant 1 
WW! only the Spirit of God, or his provi 2 
„ dence, operating inviſibly in the di: 
bf  reQion of human affairs; in proceſs 
18 | of 
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of time it acquired a new. \charadter 
was rendered penſinal, to ſignify a 
uni! Me enger, ſent expreſs from 
God, on extraordinary emergencies, 
either as comforters, ſupporters, ad- 
moniſhers, or executioners, of ſome * 
dire events; but if theſe beings were 
inveſted with powers to afſume at 
will a real human form, they loſt 
for that time their angelic character, 

as they ceaſed whilſt under that form 
to be purely ſpiritual :—The power 
of God is infinite, and it becomes 
not us, to doubt, or limit it; there- 
fore it is not irrational to conclude 
in this caſe, that it may have been 
theſe cœleſtial ſpirits who have, from 
time to time, in every part of this 


habitable globe, appeared to man- 
kind, 


L 24 ] 

| kind, under the different characters 
of divine legiſlators, prophets, and 
ſages; commiſſioned to enlighten the 

- ſpecies, correct their morals, and lead 
them from error; reſpecting their 
duties to God and Man: but it is 
moſt probable, that if theſe beings 
are delegated by God to act, or inter- 
fere in human concerns, their ſphere 
of action is generally invi/ible, and 
known only by its effects; the 
more eſpecially, as their familiar 1 in- 
tercourſe with Man, has not been 
pretended for many ages paſt ; and 
no one will deny, but that through 
the ſucceſſion of thoſe paſt ages, to 
the preſent, there has been as great 
a call for ſupernatural warnings and 
admonitions, as there ever was ſince 
his Creation. 


Sect. 17. IN 


A909 3 
"0 - 
Y 
* 


4 
"$1 74 
n 
=—_ 
7 
by 7 
3, 
£4 
Cs f 
9” \ 
8 by 4 
NT 
_—_ 4 
1 10 
"= »*'$ 
»- * 
1 3 
A * * 
4. 1 
o : 
"4 , 
— 
WD 
1. $ 
T - 
©. 
P 
3 N 
Pas 
. 
RD + 
+ I 
: , 
1 
* we 
rs 
"7 
ye 
$a" 
+0 
Et 
2 
1 * 
2 
x 
"oo 
v7 
1 
3 
* 
3 
2, 
3p 
1 
_ 
2 8 £ 
4 = SE 
1 
. 
1 
* 4 7 
7, is 
3 
3 
7 8 1 
1 
5 D 
N k E 
1-270 
p oy 
my 
3 
5. 
1 
55 
3" 
2 
a 41 5 
bees 08 
28 
8" : 
2.7% 
_ 
3% : 
I . 7 > 
= "4 
© OE 
73 3.9% - 
bu” —_— 
1 by 
R- - 
— 
Ry 
2 p 
1 
7 5 
9 
« 


| 25 J. 

Sect. 17. In an humble enqui« 
ry into a cauſe for the creation of 
Angels, we cannot ſucceed better, 
than by a ſhort paraphraſe” on the 
ſentiments of the Apoſtle and Philo- 


ſopher St. James, in the 1 {t chapter 
of his General Epiſtle, verſe 18th, 


there ſays touching the Creation of 
Mankind ;—his words are, “ Of his 
« own will he begat' (created) us 
« with the word of truth, that we 
« ſhould be a hin” of firſt fruits of 
« his creatures.” God, being ſl 
in intelligent cates, us hum< 
bly ſuppoſe) he' gacioully: reſolved 
to emanate part of his beatific quali- : 
ties, to a new Creation; (Angels) 
theſe he endowed with a certain por- 

E61 tion 
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tion, of his divine ſpirit, and. intel- 

lectual properties; conſequently they 
| became immortal, ſpiritual, rational, 
free, and accountable beings: He 
made them fee, becauſe a reſtrained 
., adoration and obedience to his laws, 
would have been unworthy Vim and 
them. Poſſibly alſo, they may have 
been deſtined to other offices in the 
cœleſtial regions, of which, in our 
preſent ſtate, we can form no con- 

ception. 


Sect. 18. WuATSOEVER Laws 
were enjoined to be obſerved by this 
new creation, can only be ſurmiſed; 
but it is natural to think they came 
within the ſhort compaſs of, adoring 
their Creator, paying a ready and vo- 
luntary 
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luntary ſubmiſſion to his declared 
will, and an affeQionate regard to 
one another; ſmall as this tribute 
was, for the enjoyment of eternal 
happineſs, and eaſy, as it ſhould ſeem, 


to be paid; we are told, in the con- 
curring opinion and belief of all 


mankind, by the earlieſt records of 
time, that a large portion of theſe 
frſt created intelligent beings, fell 
from their obedience, abuſed the free 


agency given to them, and became 


rebels to their Creator; that for this 
crime they were by his almighty 
power, driven from his preſence, and 
baniſhed from the cœleſtial regions; 
by their origin and near relation to 
God, they were immortal, and could 
not be annihilated, conſequently they 

C 2 muſt 
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8 exiſt Jemegwhere; but where, is 
Waren, rr 


Seck. 19. eee as pa 
in che 16th ſection, made a rational, 
and ſatisfactory enquiry into the cre- 

ation and nature of the Angels, as 
neceſſary, to account for, and eluci- 
date the origin and nature of Man 
and Brute; and to form a probable 
conjecture, why they were brought 
into being; the courſe of my medi- 
tations leads me to conſider, what 
light may be thrown on the impor- 
tant ſubject, by the ſtriking ſimili- 
tude between the apoſtate angelic 
ſpirits, and the fouls of mankind ; 
leaving the brutal ſpirit, to a diſtindt 
and ſubſequent review. = 
„ Sect. 


29 ] 

Sect. 20. Tux apoſtate ſpirit, and 
the ſoul of man, all agree, are ma- 
nations of the Deity, and of cœleſ- 
tial origin; they are equally dignified 
as immortal, intelligent, free, and ace 
countable Beings; they labour alike 
under the diſpleaſure of their Crea- 
tor; the one, for a lapſe in their ori- 
ginal ſtate; the other, for a lapſe in 
a pre-exiſtent one; and they are both 
ſuppoſed to be in the predicament of 
degradation, puniſiment, and proba-- 
tion. We hear of no particu- 
lar hcal deſignation for the puniſh= 
ment of the Apoſtate Angels; but 
that they were baniſhed to an inferior 
region.- The conception, that Man 
Vas created to ſupply the places of the 

apoſtate ſpirits, (an opinion that has 
: WR been 


| t 30 3 
been raſhly entertained by * phi- 
loſophers and divines) is repugnant 

to the benign attributes of God, 

who, as before remarked, cannot, 
without impiety, be conceived to 
create any being to be unhappy; now 
Man is born to miſery, the child of 
-wrath; therefore the opinion ſtands 
ſelf-refuſed if taken erally, but if 

underſtood in a ſenſe that may be ra- 
tionally applied to it, the opinion is 
certainly well founded. 
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Sect. 21. STI I the great, the 
important queſtion remains to be 
ſolved, why was Man created? and 
his ſoul or ſpirit doomed to ſorrow, 
as the ſpagks fly upward There 
is but one ſolution me theſe intereſt- 
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ing queries, which can fully account 
L for them, and every other phœno- 
þ menon in nature; A ſolution! that 
” Cclearly juſtifies the ways of God to 
men, that lays Man open tothe know- 
ledge of him/eff, informs him of the 
* dignity of his nature, and origin, 
and why he was placed here, in a 
ſtate of degradation and puniſhment; 
and conſequently, leads him to the 
only, and _ infallible means, by 
which he can work out his reſtora- 
tion to the favour of his Creator: 
namely. that Man and Angel is one 
and the ſame individual Apoftate: Si- 
rit.— By this ſolution, the words. gf 
St. James - acquires ſome meaning, =} 
they have none without it; for Man. 
ſimply ſo dane. could nat be 
« the 
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. See Sec. 17. 


eee 


—— „ — — 


Dre 


_ 


„ THOR Y 3 
— . — — = es, 
— — „ „„ 2s 
— - oo \ 


* 1 
- 2 9 
1 

2 


— 


f ijn Þ 


<« the firſt fruits of God's creatures, 


| becauſe the Angels were a prior crea- 


tion ; but Man and Angels being the 


ſame, the ſeeming contradiction is 


cleared up; and the opinion that 
Man was created to fill up the va- 


cant ſeats in Heaven, becomes 12 


this ſenſe well founded, but in no o- 


ther; God, having graciouſly given 


to the Apoſtate Angels under the 
human form, ſufficient powers to ac- 
compliſh that great end. 


Sect. 22. EXTRAVAGANT as the 
foregoing doctrine may appear to 


ſome, {whoſe unprofitable attach- 


ments to the diflipations of life, 


have unhappily prevented their caſt- 
ing a ſerious thought on their nature 
and 
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a8 1 
and origin.) Forty years meditation, 
ſtudy and reaſoning,” have brought 
me a full conviction, that there is n 
other /ypothe/is which can, conſiſtent 


with piety, reaſon or philoſophy, re- 
concile the creation of that miſerable 
being Man, with the wiſdom, juſtice, 
or benign attributes of God; or af- 


ford any probable cauſe, why ? and 


to what end or purpole, the material 
univerſe was created and conſtructed. 
The doctrine is far from being 
New, it is as antient, (if We may be 
allowed the expreſſion) almoſt as 
time itſelf; it was promulged by the 

firſt ſages, which enlightened! this 
globe; when in all hkelihood; one 
univerſal faith, and worſhip of the 


Deity prevailed; and the concomitant 
| doctrine 
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13 
aoctrine of the Metempjychoſis was re- 
ceived with general aſſent by the in- 
habitants of the whole earth; as the 


earlieſt records of all nations teſtify. 
— How Mankind, at leaſt the great- 


er part of them, came to loſe ſight 


of theſe ſublime doctrines; which 
hourly has the ſanction of every ap- 
pearance in nature, for their ſupport, 
is the wonder ! 


Sect. 23. In ſection 19, we left 


the brutal ſpirit to a ſubſequent con- 
fideration.— What has been ſaid in 
the two laſt ſections, is equally ap- 
plicable here; and whoever will di- 
veſt himſelf of pride, and prejudice; 
and candidly weigh what has been 
advanced on this part of God's crea- 
| tion 


Wo 
tion in the 11th and 15th ſections 
of theſe meditations, and compare 
their ſtate to his own; his high con- 
ceptions of himſelf will ſuffer a con- | 
fiderable abatement, and his ſelf-im= 
portance melt before him; he will 
no longer look upon them as beings 
only created for his aſe, abuſe, and 
cruelty ; he will view and conſider 
them as kindred ſpirits, clothed in 
the ſame fleſh and blood; with the 
ſame feelings of pleaſure and pain, 
and involved with himſelf under the 
ſame ſentence, the ſame puniſhment, 
the ſame degradation, for the ſame 
crime; and equally with him labour- 
ing under the juſt diſpleaſure of 
their Creator; he will - ceaſe to add 
to the weight of their natural afflio- 


„ 

tions, and on the contrary, cheriſh, 
comfort, and defend them, wheh it 
is poſſibly in his power, in the Bo- 
fo of Humanity; if Charity from 
man to man is a virtue that covers a 
multitude of ſins, ſurely it is much 
greater, when extended to the brute 
creation; whoſe ſtate of exiſtence, 
in many inſtances; is made by mm 
more miſerable than his own, or 
than their merciful' Creator intend- 
ed; theirs is evidently a ſtate of the 
loweſt degradation and puniſhment; 
his, altho' in the like predicament 
in a Ie degree, is bleſt with ſupe- 
rior powers, which enable him to 
make his lot here ſufferable, if not 
comfortable; if otherwiſe, it is his 
b fault ; not fo the Brutes 

| and 


E 
and therefore the objects of greater 
commiſeration. If theſe meditations 
ſhould ever meet the public eye, the 
candid and unprejudiced reader will 
readily excuſe the foregoing reflecti- 
ons, flowing from the feelings of 
| Juſtice and compaſſion; and a deep 
ſenſe and . reſentment of the too 
common barbarous treatment un-. 
warrantably exerciſed on the animal 
creation; proceeding from, I muſt 
ſuppoſe, either a total ignorance of, 
or a careleſs inattention to their ori- 
gin and nature: which leads me to 
purſue my ſubject. 


Sect. 24. THE angelic; and human 


| foul or. ſpirit, from their concomitant 


origin and nature, appearing to be 
95 moſt 
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b obviouſly one and the ſame 4e- A 
ing; it remains next to ſee whether x 
that of the Brute can be ſeparated 
from them, without hoodwinking our 
-Reaſon.—— The Man who, upon a 
cool and im partial ſurvey of himſelf 
with the brute creation, can conclude 
he himſelf has a ſoul to be ſaved, 
and that the Brute has not; has in- 
deed founded his opinion on moſt 
fuperficial crude reaſoning and obſer- 
vation ;—unſupported as before re- 
marked“ with either facts, reaſon, 
or philoſophy, and in arraignment of 
God's juſtice and mercy their in- 
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tellectual powers cannot be contro- 
verted by Man without wilful blind- 
neſs and obſtinacy ; when with the 


. moiſt 
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® See Sect. 12 and 15. 
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moſt tranſient view, he may trace a 
reflection, policy, and. ſagacity, im ſome 
of their tribes, that tranſcends many 
ſtupid beings of his owfi ſpecies, 
who labour not even under the cha- 
racter of inſanity or idiotiſm. ; 


When Man, from the weakneſs” of 


pride and arrogance, imagines him= 


ſelf degraded by a compariſon with 
the Brute, he egregiouſly errs; and 
when we refle& on the common per- 
verfion of Man's ſuperior intellectual 
qualities, the Brute ſeems rather in- 


jured in the fimilitude ;—he is, like 


Man himſelf, compoundea*of. ſpirit 
and Body, and the near general reſem- 
blance in the exterior, as well as in- 
terior conſtruction of their corporeal 
forms to that of Mankind (ſome of 

DG their 
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their tribes bearing a likeneſs even 
in feature and countenance) marks 
the near relation between them: it 
is true, God has graciouſly vouch- 
ſafed to endow Man with more ex- 
tended powers of exerting his rati- 
onal faculties, by, we mult ſuppoſe, 
ſome variations of a peculiar nature 
in the mechaniim of his brain, and o- 
ther parts of his nervous ſyſtem, im- 
perceptible to the moſt acute obſer- 
ver; by means of which his origi- 
nal free agency is reſtored to him, and 
his ſpiritual principles acquire greater 
ſcope and latitude for unlimited ac- 
tion, becoming thereby the more 
accountable being to his Creator; and 
this alone is the chief diſtinction 
that draws the line betwixt Man and 
18 


141 
Brute; the latter being manifeſtly 
circtimſcribed and limited in their 
powers of action, and conſequently 
leſs accountable beings whilſt under 
that loweſt form of ms hn 


Seck. 25. Tp Man is born in nin 
the child of wrath, and his lot of 
exiſtence here, miſery, toil, and trou- 
ble; What ſhall we ſay or think of 
that of the Brute Creation, who are 
loaded tenfold ? they muſt have ſin- 
ned likewiſe, they muſt have deſer- 
ved it; but not in their pretent ſtate, | 
conſequently in a prior one; other- | 
wiſe we ſee a race of ſuſceptible be- 
ings created and puniſhed without 
the poſſibility” of having drawn 


it upon themſelves. by any demerit 
D 3 here; 


[ 42 ] 
here; a ſuppoſition highly deroga- 


tory to the attributes of a good 


God the reſult is plain „and their 
creation and lot of exiſtence. can 
only be accounted for, upon the ſame 


cauſe and principle, of the creation 


of Man. The brutal, human, and 
angelic ſoul or ſpirit is oN, -The 
Cœleſtial Apoſtate Angels being ba- 
niſhed from the heavenly regions for 
their diſobedience and ingratitude to 
their beneficent Creator ;*, the ma- 
terial univerſe was formed. by him, 
as a place of puniſhment and proba- 


tion; ſcattered through the various 
planetary ſyſtems, doomed to ani- 


mate and move within the limits of 
different material forms or priſons, 
and 

See Sect. 14th. 


143 ] 
and as theſe are by time, or accidental 
violence, diveſted of their mechani- 
cal powers; the offending ſpirit flies 
by the particular deſignation of God, 
and takes poſſeſſion of "another form, 
prepared for his reception; until at 
length, by peculiar graceand favour, 
he is permitted to enter and animate 
the human; under which form, his 
original Angelic Powers are reſtored, 
and an opportunity given to obtain 
his Creator's pardon for his primitive 
tranſgreſſion if this is not the caſe, 
ſay ye moraliſts, divines, and philo- 
ſophers, what is Man, what is Brute, 
what is this world, and why, and for 
what purpoſe were they all brought 
into being ? This folution con- 


ſtitutes the moſt ancient doctrines of 
the 


2 4 F N 4 8 4 
=. "9 > ES” "2 a wh ths Me od 8 — 
REI han .f —— Soo to — "+ — "Cs, . + hs " * <a * mou Berner / BITES N - PR: — — * 
* * * 4 Ab. - . - 8 * 4 "FS + 4 2 ft * pe - 2 
1 ” *% * * * * 


(44 ] 
the Metempſychofis, univerſally pro- 
feſſed and believed by the firſt inha- 
bitants of the earth; doctrines! 
which can only juſtify “ the ways 
of God to Men, and amply recon- 
cile the ſeeming contradiction be- 


tween his works and his attributes, 


in the creation of any ſuſceptible 
beings at all, (as Man and Brute are,) 
doomed to miſery : and this doctrine 
allo refutes the conception of taking 
in a literul ſenſe, the hiſtory which 
that ancient philoſopher and law-gi- 
ver Moſes gives of the fall . Man, 
which was ſo obviouſly intended to 


be underſtood as Typical only of the 


Angelic fall, or Apoſtacy. 


Sea. 
See Se, 6th. 


14; 4,1 

Sect. 26. In the primitive times, 
by which I mean, the period when 
the delinquent ſpirits were driven to 
take poſſeſſion of this material globe; 

it is rational to think one univerſal 
faith and worſhip of the Deity pre- 
vailed, by which they were to be 
reſtored to his favour; becauſe that 
ſyſtem of faith and morals neceſſary 
for the ſalvation of ons, muſt have 
been equally eſſential for AL: - how 
that /aving /y/tem came to be loſt; can- 
not now be traced; therefore all that 
is left for a contemplative man anxi- 
ous for his ſoul's future welfare, is, 
to endeavour (by an humble conſi- 
deration of the attributes of his ma- 
ker and his own ſtate) to acquire a 
rational idea of what nature that a- 
| ving 
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plain, free from myſtery, and ſuited 
to every capacity and underſtanding; 
for every individual had an impor- 
tant intereſt therem ; its precepts, 
its injunctions, its prohibitions, 


could not carry doubtful meanings, 


or bear double interpretations; theſe 


are preliminaries, without which, it 


could not have been received as any 


religious law at all, conſiſtent with 


the divine rules of diſtributive juſ- 
tice; 00% 2 


Sect. 27. It is natural to ſuppoſe, 
tliat about the time tat univerſal ſa- 
ving faith was loſt to mankind, many 
ſpurious religious ſyſtems took its 
place, . all the nations of the 
* 


ving law was; —it muſt have been 


A a o i I . 
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„ 
earth; all pretending to diume origin 
without any of its true fignatures or 
reſemblance; hence it was, that mĩſ- 
teries and monſtrous tenets, incom- 
prehenſible and unintelligible even 
to God himſelf, (if I may be par- 
doned the expreſſion) were obtruded, 
as neceſſary to ſalvation: Man with 
his primitive religion alſo loſt his 
virtue, and ſome of the more crafty, 


th working upon the fears, ignorance, 


and ſuperſtition of the multitude, 


entered into a confederacy; laid claim 


to divinity, and ſet themſelves up as 
guardians of religion and defenders 
of its rights, although of their own 
invention; thus :ligion became ſub- 
ſervient to the intereſted views of 
Pride, Avarice, Ambition, and an 

im- 
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immoderate new kind of thirſt of 
Power over the ſpirituals and tempo- 
rals of every community; the minds 


of the bulk of Mankind became e- 


nervated, ſhackled, and bewildered, 


following, in different ſects and par- 


ties, every ignis fatuus who held out 
a falſe light to miſlead them; and 
thus in. proceſs of time, ppre theo- 
logy and true virtue were baniſhed 
from the world, or' at leaſt confined 
to the breaſts of very few individu- 
als, who have appeared in every age 
and nation, as prodigies to be gazed 
at, not imitated ; and in this wiſe the 
gracious deſtination of the delin- 
quent ſpirits ſtate of probation 1s 
fruſtrated and proves abortive of our 
benevolent Creator's intention; and 

here 


1 49 ] 
dere we ſtill juſtly remain objects of 
his diſpleaſure and monuments of 


our own infatuated folly. Severe 
as the foregoing animadverſions may 
appear 70 ſome, as bearing the com- 
plexion of invective, they are in 
truth only a lamentable detail of facts, 
verifyed by the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory 
of all ſtates and people; it being 
notorious that, from the firſt known 
ages to the preſent, the ſacerdotal 
order of men have been, and ſill 
are, the enſlavers of the mind of Man, 
and ſubverters of pure religion, 


71th very few exceptions. —lI proceed 
next to the melancholy contempla- 


tion of my Third General Head, 
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-CHAP. 1. 


Of FAITH and WORSHIP. 


Sect. = A it appears, there has 


been no univerſal and 


copoattrovinthd rule or ſtandard of re- 


ligious Faith and Worſhip within our 
records of time, it may be juſtly ſaid, 
that the apoſtate ſpirits have been for 
a ſeries of ages exploring their way 


to ſalvation in the dark; no wonder 
then, they have miſſed the road ; 


therefore, the moſt likely means (as 


before remarked) to elucidate their 


paths are, by due reflection and con- 
cluſions on the attributes of God and 


Weir own condition, to try if it is not 
poſſible 


t & 0 

- poſſible from thence to recover the 
right track, God is juſt, he is mers 
ciful—he created us from benevolent 
motives, and bateth nothing he has 
made—we offended him by diſobe- 
dience and.ingratitude, for which he 
juſtly baniſhed us his preſence, and 
conſigned us to certain puniſhments; 
graciouſly leaving it ſtill in our power 
to retrieve our loſt ſtate and his favor: 
now the queſtion i is, what kind of ſa- 
tisfaction God requires of us to ac- 
complith thoſe great ends We may 
rationally ſuppoſe ſuch as the follow- 
ing: Iſt, A deep ſenſe of our crime, 
and ſorrow and repentance for hav- 
ing offended ; a repentance that in⸗ 
cludes not only our original angelic 


apoſtacy, but the tranſgreſſions. alſo 
E - of 
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of our preſent ſtate of trial. — ad, A 
2termination to offend no more, ei- 


ther in the one, or other inſtance. — 
zd, Our ſorrow and repentance to be 


evinced by ſentiments and actions, 
not by words alone. — 4th, A due 
adoration to GoD ALONE.— th, A 
mode of Faith and Worſhip confiſt- 
ent with, and not derogatory to his 
divine attributes and ſupremacy.— 


'6th, An unbounded love and charity 
00 each other, and to our fellow ſuf- 


ferers and delinquents of the brute 
And, 7thly and laſtly, 


A due reverence for thoſe divine 


creation . 


ſpirits, who have appeared in the 
world under the human form and 


denomination of Prophets, Sages, 


— Legiſlators; whether - arifing 
from 


1 


from amongſt our apoſtate ſelves, or 
delegated from above by God, for the 
inſtruction of us unhappy criminals 
below ;---but this veneration or re- 
gard is not to be paid indiſcrimi- 
nately to 2//, for falſe prophets have 
ariſen amongſt us in all ages; but to 
thoſe whoſe lives and pure example, 

congurring with the do&rine they 
preached, mark them of divine ori- 
gin, by the full conviction they work 
upon our reaſon and our conſcience ; 
our own feelings being the ſureſt mo- 

nitor, and the beſt criterion to prove 
their authenticity.——laſtances of 
this kind we apprehend have been tj 


few, if more than ane. 


Set. 2. SOMETHING analogous 
to the foregoing, we may conceive, 
5-9 were: 


54 1 

were the conditions of our reſtoration 
to God's favour, and conſtituted the 
univerſal creedof Mankind; they were 
plain and ſimple, and conſiſtent with 
- juſtice, reaſon, and the nature of 
things, reſpecting our Creator and 
ourſelves; and in truth they were fo 
obvious and ſelf-evidently neceſlary, 
that it is the moſt aſtoniſhing phœ- 
nomenon in nature, that a race of 
conſcious apoſtate beings ſhould ever 
| loſe fight of them, and in their 
ſtead ſubſtitute, by principle and 
practice, modes of Faith and Wor- 
ſhip diametrically oppoſite thereto! 
in violation of their duty to God, 
and their own preſent and future fe- 
licity; but ſuch have been the fruits 
of the falſe wiſdom and philoſophy 

5 of 


of Man! various inſtances of which 
IJ Will proceed to enumerate, from 
the common perverſion of genuine 
Faith and Worſhip; firſt premiſing, 
that the Apoſtate Spirits which ani- 
mate the brute creation, are exempt 
from conſideration under the head of 
Faith, the ſubject of my preſent con- 
templation; as their ſtate of exiſt- 
ence ſeems marked, a lot of chaſtiſe- 
ment only and of loweſt reprobation, 
1 religious duties or worſhip do not 
appear to be expected from them, 
whilſt under '7h9/e limited forms, nor 
until by particular grace of their 
Creator, they riſe to animate the Hu- 
man, which ſeems to be the only 
| probationary term allowed to the A- 
poſtate Spirits. 6 


Sect. 


L ] 

„ect. 3. Tu moſt general, capi- 
tal, and fatal error of Mankind is, 
giving that Faith, Worſhip, and Ado- 
ration to other beings, which alone 

belong to Gop; this is a tranſgreſ- 
ſion little inferior to their „l apoſ- 
tacy, and indeed may juſtly be term- 
ed a ſecond; and we may preſume 
to ſay, keeps the ſoul out of the 

train of ſalvation, and will ſo in per- 
petuity, unleſs corrected. In this 
groſs ſyſtem of Idolatry are almoſt 
all the people of the earth immer- 
ged, differing only in degree, as will 
appear from-an analyſis of their reli- 
gious tenets; the-plea or ſalvo, com- 
monly-made uſe of to extenuate this 
practice; to wit, that they have al- 
ways a reſervation untimately to God, 
in 


1 

in the worſhip they pay to Iaolt, will. 
ſtand them in very little ſtead; be- 
cauſe every ſemblance of the kind is 
not only highly impious in it ſelf, but 
ſpeaks a doubt and want of a proper 
confidence in God himſelf: This an- 
cient error has been improved upon 
by the moderns, who make a profita- 
ble trade of the commonality, by en- 
joining worſhip and adoration to the 
ſpirits of departed ſaints as they are 
termed; the impoſition and fallacy 
of which ſhall be deſervedly expoſed 


under my next general head. 


Sect. 4. ANOTHER: ſpecies of I- 
dolatry, and pervertion of genuine 
Faith, is Polytherſm, or worſhip paid 
to many Gods; in violation of the 

Unity 
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Unity of the God-head, the moſt eſ- 


ſential article of the primitive creed, 


dictated by God himſelf to mankind ; 
this alfo is a moſt fatal error of very 
great antiquity, which with moſt 
deep concern I obſerve has deſcended 


to later times, and conſtitutes the re- 


ligion of many nations, (to it 1s 


much to be feared, the perdition of 


their ſouls; as a conception ſo groſs, 


ſo offenſive and debaſing, to the dig» 


nity and ſupremacy of our God and 
Creator, can þe hardly admiſſible to 
pardon. | 


Sect. 5. THERE: are ſome infatu- 
_ ated people in the world, who have 
formed themſelves into a Sect, and 

7 ho 


Ses Set. 1. 


E 


tmould expect to gain the prize in the 


18 
who build their hopes of falvation 
upon the fallacious foundation of 
implicit Faith, without works; theſe 
think as inconfiftently as a manwho 


race by fitting ſtill; theſe unhappy 
ſpirits have generally been through 
their lives atrocious finners, and 
their falfe teachers, workin g upon 
their deſpair, excite in them an en- 
thuftaftic unavarling dependance on 
Faith albne; this is another breach 
of the primitive creed. : 


dect. 6. OTnrRs, no leſs infatu- 
ated than the foregoing, judging of 
their God as they do of a frail earthly 
Monarch, think a friend at Court 


will do their buſineſs of ſalvation, 
and 


19 1 
and fix their ſole dependance on the 
mediation of a Third Being; and, 
not believing themſelves quite ſecure 
here, conclude it neceſſary to engage 
alſo the whole bodies of the Saints 
and Angels in their ſervice; this is 
another dangerous ſpecies of Idola- 
try and breach of the primitive creed, 
— God having endowed every intel- 
ligent being with a ſufficient portion 
of his divine reaſon and ſpirit, ta 
fulfil every duty of their creation, 
or ſtate of exiſtence ;- with ample 
powers of their own, ei ther to per- 
ſevere in obedience, or when offend- 
ing, to regain their loſt ſtate, the me- 
diation of a third or more perſons, 
muſt be not only inefficacious, but 
offenſive to God, as it ſuppoſes him 

| a par- 


4 
a partial Deity; and that juſtice is 
not his rule of action; the failure 
in our duty proceeds not from the 
want of powers 2o/t/zn ourſelves to 
do what he requires of us, but in the 
non-exertion of thoſe powers; for 
God is juſt, and cannot demand of 
us more than we can perform; when 
we petition him for mercy and for- 
giveneſs, or any other bleſſing from 
his Providence, ßer the ſale of 
any other being, our prayers are 
highly offenſive;—GopD will only 
grant for ours, or for his mercy s fake ; 
he is not ſubject to the weakneſs and 
failings of us - mortals, he governs 
not by the influence or intercgſſion of 
favourites or miniſters, but by his 
ſole, active, univerſal power; and 
F will 
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will not brook a diviſion of his om- 
nipotence or attributes, with any o- 
ther created being whatſoever. When 
our dependance for pardon 'or other 
bleſſings, reſts on any being but God 
himſelf, we fatally deceive ourſelves ; 
it is true he is the God of Juſtice, 
but he is alſo the God of Mercy; 
he knows when any palliating or ex- 
tenuating circumſtances, move in 
our behalf; and will-not fail exerting 
that benign and healing attribute, to 


thoſe, who put their truſt in HIN 
ALONE. 


Sect. 7. EQUALLY fatal and in- 
congruous is the conception, that 
the ſufferings and good works of 
one being can atone for the fins and bad 
OY works 
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works of another : this is alſo hos ny. 
antient dangerous ſoothing error, un 
happily adopted by the moderns; and 
is a perverſion of genuine faith, ſo 
contrary to the nature of things, and 
the very idea of diſtributive juſtice, 
that it is inconceivable upon what 
foundation, ſuch a prepoſterous 
teuet took its riſe! for it has neither 
reaſon or true religion for its ſup- 
port. When we obſerve, from the 
ſtrongeſt preſumptive proofs, a being, 
delegated by Gor, in compaſſion to 
our infirmities, and to correct our 
errors, condeſcending to take our 
form upon him; declaring the will. 
of his and our God and Father, in 
doctrines that ſtrike the heart with 
full conviction of their divine origin, 

E 2 and 


Cs 
and in perfect conformity to the pri- 
mitive injunctions, and terms of reſ- 
toration dictated by God to the apoſ- 
tate ſpirits; and when we ſee re 
fam? being, in ſupport and confirma- 
tion of the truth of the principles 
he preached, ſealing them with ma- 
ny ſufferings, and at laſt: with his 
blood and death ; having previouſly 
exhibited, through he courſe of 
his exiſtence under the human form, 
ſach an immaculate example, as no 
mortal could ever imitate or lay ctaim 
to; no longer can the Divinity of 
ſucſi a being be doubted ;—and to ſuch 


a being, all aue land and reverence 
be given! But then—to ſuppoſe his 
ſufferings and death can atone, or be 
a propitiation tor our fins, is a degree 


of 


1 

of ſelf- flattery, little leſs than faſci- 
nation; and has lulled more ſouls 
into a perilous ſleep, than any other 
cauſe whatſoever: his ſufferings and 
death can be only efficacious to us, 
inſomuch as we adhere to his doc- 
trines in principle and practice, and 
copy his great example, as nearly as 
our depraved natures will enable us; 
in this ſenſe he becomes our redeem- 
er, but in no other. When we 
addreſs the Deity . through ſuch a 
being,” meaning only through the 
efficacy of his example, doctrines, 
and promiſes, we pray with propri- 
ety; but if we have any meaning, 
or reliance beyond it, we aſſuredly 
err. 


7 Sect. 
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Set. 8. THERE is a Set of peo- 
ple in the world, whom we may ſtile 
Men of great Faith; theſe believe 
themſelves the choſen of God from 
the beginning, and therefore may 
perpetrate crimes of the blackeſt 


die with impunity, as their election 


is ſure at the laſt.——A branch of 


this ſect believe every act and inci- 
dent of human life was predſtined 


and unavoidable; thereby, making 


God the ſole author of all evil; and 


Man, as mere and wnaccountable a 


machine as the watch in his poc- 


ket; deſtroying the very eſſence and 
principle of Free Agency. Men 
firmly rooted in theſe diabolical per- 
ſuaſions, fin boldly; being under 
no controul of conſcience, and are 

always 


190 
always ready to overturn empires, or 
to go as their evil impulſe drives 
them: lamentable is the ſtate of men 
of this ſtamp; their tenets are ſo 5 
groſs, abſurd, and offenſive to purity 
of faith; it puts them beyond the 
reach of Reaſon or primitive Reli- 
gion. Thus it is, when mankind 
loſe ſight of the right track, chere 
is no end to their errors. 


Set. 8. Tux laſt inſtance I ſhall 
take notice of, as a perverſion of 
pure faith, is afforded by a miſguided 
race of people, who, influenced by 
their falſe and intereſted teachers, 
conceit themſelves poſſeſſed, by the 
peculiar inſpiration of God, with an 
3 portion of his divine 


eſſence; 


Wl 

eflence; altho' it produces nothing 
but a /brritual Pride. Theſe beings, 
are real objects of commiſeration, 
as they are not ſo dangerous to the 
peace of ſociety, as the laſt menti- 
oned ſect, and are no one's enemy 
but their own; this unhappy pre- 
poſſeſſion leads its votaries to ſpurn at 
the humble means to ſalvation, and 
raiſes too frequently a phrenzy in 
the mind, that terminates in daring 
violence to its own exiſtence. 


Sect. 10. THERE is an error, too 
common amongſt mankind, which 
calls for cenſure, the more eſpecially 
as it has the ſanction of eſtabliſhed 
communities in religious worſhip, to 


confirm it ; and that is, petitioning 
the 
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the Deity for * an additional portion 
% of his /p3ritual grace, to enable us 
ce to perform our duty to him and 
« ourſelves,” which implies a defi- 
ciency, or imperfection in his crea-' 
tive attribute, from whoſe hands 
nothing could poſſibly iffue, but in 
plenitude of perfection, for every in- 
tent and purpoſe of its creation; 
therefore to pray for ſuperabundant 
ſpiritual grace is, in truth, deſiring 
God would mend his work by an 
act of fupererogation ; which muſt 
be diſpleaſing to him and uſeleſs to 
ourſelves ; for God knows, and we 
ſhould know if we thought properly, 
that when he made us, he endowed 
us (as before remarked) with a ne- 
ceſ/ary portion of his divine ſpirit ; if 

| A. 


e 
we make a good uſe of that, we want 
no more; if we do not, we deſerve no 
more; and to aſk it, is inconſiderate, 
if not arrogant: we may be ſpend-. 
thrifts in ſpirituals as well as tempo» 
rals; and as we make ourſelves no 
juſt objects of pity to tie world in the 
one caſe; what reaſon have we to ex- 
pect we ſhould be ſo, to Gop, in 7he 
other? God may for the promotion 
of his own wiſe purpoſes, ſometimes 
by immediate inſpiration, or a more 
happy diſpoſition of the human frame, 
illumine and enlarge the intellectual 
powers of individuals, but an additi- 
onal portion of his dune grace, we 
have no right to expect. Equally 
abſurd, is our praying to God to pro- 
tect us, from the power of the arch 

rebel 


C7 
— 
* 
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rebel Satan; he has no power, but 
what we ourſelves give him; and 
wherea voluntary allegiance and ſub- 
miſſion is paid, it is arrogant to ex- 
pect God will interpoſe any ſuper- 
natural ſhield between us, when the 
means of reſiſtance is in our own 
power. 


Se. 11. O the whole, a bene- 
volent mind cannot help deploring 
the fatal tendency of all the foregoing 
Errors; as it 1s deeply to be appre- 
hended, they render our devotions, 
and daily worſhip, 'of none effect; 
when both the one, and the other, 
are crudely conceived and improperly 
addreſſed; why a general reform of 
theſe obvious and impious incongru- 

ities 
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ities hath been ſo long a ſtranger to 
the hearts of thoſe; in whoſe hands 
the remedy lies, let the elders of e- 
very 'eftablithed church or religious 
perſuaſion in the world ſhudder to 
think of. The cauſe of this general 
neglect, in a matter of ſuch moment 
to our preſent as well as future hap- 
pineſs, is but too manifeſt; thoſe 
whoſe mote immediate concern it is, 
are ſo much engaged in the enjoy- 
ments of Temporals, they have not 
iſure to beſtow a thought on Spi- 
rituals; no wonder then, that the 
laity ſhould follow e be of 
their paſtoral leaders, and content 
themſelves with the exterior forms 
of religion, without! feeling its ſpi- 
rit or eſſence; but vain and futile 


is 
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is the pomp and pageantry of wor- 
ſhip, if the ſentiments and adoration 
they ought to convey to the throne 
of Mercy, are utterly unworthy the 
great and SUPREME BEING, they 
are ſo ſuperficially addreſſed to. 


Sect. 12. Ox the important article 

of Prayer, mankind have from the 
beginning differed no leſs widely in 
matter and form, than in every other 
tenet of religion; ſome contending, 
that prayer is not neceſſary at all; 
others, that we cannot pray too much; 
ſome, adhering to ſet forms of prayer; 
others, di ſavowing the practice; all 
thefe think and act in extremes, and 
may be eaſily reconciled: but in one 
circumſtance they all concur, namely, 
G in 
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the propriety of ſetting apart ſome 
conſecrated place for public prayer 


and worſhip; and yet it does not 


appear that this was the caſe, before 
the period that the prieſthood gained 
a univerſal aſcendency over the minds 
of the bulk of the people; ſacred 
and profitable endowments and ſti- 
pends, were the natural and obvious 
conſequences ; which, let them en- 
joy in peace, provided they enjoy 
them in the name of that God they 


. preach, in diſpenſing their ſuperflu- 


icies, in feeding the hungry, and 
clothing the naked ; and by making 
a more equal dividend of their im- 
menſe poſſeſſions amongſt their own 
needy and diſtreſſed brethren. 


Sect. 


b 

Sect. 13. Ir is ſtrange that peo- 
ple who profeſs one faith in eſſentials, 
ſhould differ touching the practice 
of ſpeculative. non-eſſentials, which 
cannot in themſelves, either abſo- 
lutely or relatively, affect their ſalva- 
tion; but it is ſtill more aſtoniſhing, 
that theſe trifling diſagreements 
ſhould excite to animoſity, hatred, 
_ perſecution, and murder, for God's 
| F* ſake, as the partizans of eagh opinion 
 1mpiouſly pretend; yet ſuch is, and 
ſuch has been for many centuries 
back, the lamentable ſtate of thoſe 
ſects of people who ſtile themſelves 
Chriſtians, although their practice is 
in all points repugnant to, and in 
open violation of every precept en- 


joined by their divine preacher, the 
G 2 celeſtial 


celeſtial Ambaſſador of Peace, Love, 
and Charity. —It may be ſaid indeed, 
that theſe violences do not rage in 
the preſent times, in the degree they 
did heretofore: granted; but this 
does not ſeem to proceed from the 
profeſſors being better Chriſtians, 
but rather from a general :ndrfference, 
if not contempt for any religion at 
all. Another cauſe may have contri- 
buted to this quieſcent. ftate, - a- 
mongſt theſe ſects, in the latter times; 
namely, the temporal rights, emolu- 
ments, and immunities, of the church 
and prieſthood throughout all Chriſt- 
endom, (the great object which ex- 
cited thoſe unchriſtian contentions} 
being well fenced and ſecured; ſpi- 
rituals, except in exterior forms as 
before 
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before remarked, became a matter of 
no concern. s it not then much to 
be apprehended, that prayer and 
worſhip, from beings fo circumſtan- 
ced and ſo actuated, will be juſtly 
deemed the higheſt inſult that can 
be offered to their God and Creator? 
—l[t is ſurely no leſs than a daring 
farce of Religion, whole cataſtrophe 
muſt be deeply T; ragical. I ſelect 
theſe ſes from the reſt of mankind, 
for the ſubje& of my meditations 
on this article of prayer; becauſe, 
in conformity to the primitive creed, 
they have been ſupremely bleſſed by 
the Deity, with the pureſt ſyſtem. 
of Ethics and Theology, that Was, 
ever revealed to the Apoſtate Spirits. 
If much will be required, from 
G 3 thoſe 


wr” 


Br. 

thoſe to whom uchi is given, lament- 
able indeed is the ſtate of theſe pre- 
tenders to Chriſtianity ; ſurely much 
more tolerable is the tate of the un- 
enlightened Heathen, whoſe errors 
will have ſome claim to Mercy and 
Forgiveneſs. 


Se. 14. To the above-mentioned 
general indifference and contempt 
for true religion, in the dignifyed el- 
ders of every communion, may be 


aſcribed that ftrange hodge-podge of 


religious prayer and worſhip, which 


has ſo long conſtituted the liturgies 
of every eſtabliſhed church of the 


different ſets of Chriſtians ; where 


beings congregate to confound each 


other; where the Moſaic and Chriſtian 
| doctrines 


1 
doctrines are unnaturally ſhook and 
jumbled together, like vinegar and 
dil, without a poflibility of ever 
bringing them to a perfect union 
although Chriſt ſometimes proves the 
authenticity of his own divine mif- 
fion, by allufions to the Old Teſta- 
ment ; he no where directs or even 
Intimates, that that book ſhould 
conſtitute any part of Chriſtian 
worſhip ; battle, murder, and the 
deſtruction of the ſpecies, are the a- 
vowed ſcheme of the Moſaic ſyſtem ; 
and peace, charity, and forbearance, 
the foundation ſtone of the Chriſtis | 
an. The ceremonials of the Jewiſh 
Law, the hiſtorical parts of the Old 
Teſtament, with the unchriſtian 
rhapſodical bitter curſes and execra- 

tions 


Le! 


tions of David, which never ſhould 


have found enterance within the 
doors of a Chriſtian Church, are all 


made parts of divine worſhip; and to 


the reproach of common ſenſe, taught 


to be neceſſary to ſalvation; and va- 

rious parts of each, rehearſed in the 
| courſe of the year, which ſhock the 
eats of modeſty and decency. What 
in the name of God, have the Chriſ- 
tians to do with the daily recital of 
the tranſactions of a race of people, 
who, with very few exceptions, pro- 
ved aliens to their God, and a diſ- 
grace to human nature ? Was it in- 
tended, that we ſhould be half Jew 
and half Chriſtian? ſurely not; then 
why are theſe things ſo? and, why 
are they not amended ?—But ſhock- 


INT 


L 
ing as this ſoleciſm of blending the 
Moſaic and Chriſtian ſyſtem in the 
Chriſtian Liturgy is, it muſt be ſtill 
more reprehenſible and offenſive to 
the Deity, daily to hear offered up to 
him in our prayers, tenets, which 
blaſphemouſly impeach the nity of 
his godhead; and petitions ſtuffed 
with inconſiſtences, and needleſs 
worrying tautologies. Chriſt in- 
terdicted ing prayers, as an abomi- 
nation in the hypoeritical Phariſees; 
and conſtructed a perfect, but ort 
| and-comprehenſive model for his diſ- 
ciples to follow. How little vene- 


ration or regard has Been” paid to 
his prohibition, by his modern dif». 


ciples, appears from their liturgies;. 
what is called 2% reformed Proteſtant 


2 
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eftabhiſhed Church of theſe kingdoms, 
ſuperior as it certainly is to all other 
Chriſtian Sets, remains yet greatly 
imperfect, and its liturgy loaded with 
many uſeleſs incumbrances, that 
have long called aloud for being lop- 
ped off and pruned to the pure word 
of God, if any fruit pleaſing and 
acceptable to him is expected from 
it; the new modelled Liturgy lately 
' publiſhed on Doctor Clark's plan is 
a pious, but timid and partial at- 
_ tempt; but as the plan and execu- 
tion were the productions of Church- 
men, nothing better could be ex- 
pected ; for although their ſpirits ap- 
pear piouſly bold and daring, yet 
they moved in trammels; and could 
not, conſiſtently with their ſacerdo- 

| tal 


K 
tal characters, attempt to rub off 4. 
once, all the ruſt, which the pure doc- 
trines of Chriſt had contracted from 
the inventions of intereſted men, at 


different periods, ſince the demiſe of 
its divine Author. 


Sect. 15. IT may be laid down as 

a certain and inconteſtable truth, 
confirmed by acute obſervation on 
the unhappy bent. of the human 
mind, that the cauſe in the firſt in- 
ſtance, why there appears ſo little 
true harmony, brotherly love and 
unanimtty amongſt the inhabitants 
of every city, town, and hamlet in 
Chriſtendom is, the want of one uni- 
form mode of Prayer and Worſhip; 
that is, in other words, one univerſal 
N- 
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national Liturgy. The experience ot 
all times has proved, that force and 
perſecution have always and ever 
will fail, in obtaining ſo deſirable and 
neceſſary an end; but the mind of 
Man is always open to conviction, 
when operated on by reaſon and 
propriety ; and there is a moſt preva- 
lent reaſon, which ſhould excite all 
to wiſh for ſuch a uniform Liturgy, to 
wit, that whilſt ane ſect of Chriſti- 
ans look down with contempt and 
deteſtation on another, 4 the invaria- 
ble effect of religious ſchiſms) the 
prayers of neither can be poſſibly 
pleaſing to that being, who has com- 


manded univerſal love and forbear- 


ance towards each other FJ rue 
Religion, when ſtripped of the myſte- 
„„ 
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r10us trappings with which entiufaftic 
and defigning men have covered and 
obſcured it, will appear plain, ſim- 
-ple, uniform, and comprehenſive, 
to every underſtanding ;---and the 
diveſting it of theſe falſe trappings 
and incamprebenſibles, muſt be the 
primary ſtep and groundwork for a 
univerſal Liturgy; to which no ſect 
of Chriſtians can with reaſon, or e- 
Wade of reaſon, urge any fold 


Sect. 16. LET not any tender con- 
ſeience be ſtartled hen it is advan- 
.ced, that, to make, what is called 
the reformed Proteſtant eſtabliſhed 


church of theſe kingdoms, a perfect 


. for the great end 
H pro- 


5 
-propoſed, nineteen parts at leaſt in 
twenty of its liturgy muſt be abo- 
liſhed, to reduce it to the ſtandard 
of reaſon or common ſenſe, to inſure 
its being acceptable to that Being, 
who is the great object of our wor- 
ſhip, and to make it heartily embra- 
ced by any rational thinking Mor- 
| tal.---Imprimis, All Myfery, or even 
the ſemblance of myſtery, muſt be 
expunged; as being utterly incon- 
gruous with the ſpirit of any true re- 
lig10n.---2dly, Every expreſſion and 
ſentiment, which carries the remoteſt 
tendency of impeaching the ſupre- 
macy and unity of the God- Head, 
ſhould be carefully ſuppreſſed, as the 
higheſt. ipecies of impiety Mankind 
can be guilty of. zdly, Greeds, of 
— 3 what - 
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whatſoever denomination, ſhould no 
longer hold a place in the liturgy; ; 
ſome Zeſt of this kind might have been 
neceſſary in the early days of chriſtia- 
nity; but in avowed chriſtian king- 
doms, they are. to every. intent and 
purpoſe uſeleſs; in all times they pro- 
ved the bane of chriſtian union, and 
only ſerve to keep ancient animoſi- 
ties ſtill alive. q4thly, All faſts and 
feſtivals for the commemoration of 
departed Apoſtles, Saints, and Mar- 
tyrs as they are called, with the ſer- 
vice appointed: for the Powder Plot, 
Reſtoration, &c. ſhould be aboliſhed, 
and none retained in the liturgy, 
but thoſe which are ſtrictly relative 
to Chriſt alone; as the others only 
tend to multiply holidays and idle- 

1 neſs, 
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neſs, and keep up old feuds and par- 
ties; load the daily ſervice of the 
Church with non-eſſential lumber,” 
which cannot in any ſenſe relate to, 
or contribute to our falvation. 5thiy, 

No portions of the Old Teſtament 
ſhould conſtitute any part of the 
Chriſtian Liturgy, except the Deca- 
Ipgue, and thoſe ſablime rhapſodies 
which may eaſily be garbled from the 
Pfatms of David, in ſupport of the 
Supremacy and Unity of God ;--- 
otherwiſe inceſt, poliganiy, and concu- 
binage, may abound in the land, un- 
der a feming ſanfion. bthly, Alt 
articles, homilies, and ſubſcripti6ii 
teſts, * which are merely the, inven- 
tions of human ſypetſtition, or of 


deſigning men, Thould be temioved ; 


and 


I Þ 
and no teſt or reſtriction be deemed 
neceſſary, but ſubſcription to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, that a free door 
to unanimity may be opened; for 4 
Chriſtian Church, no more than 4 
Houſe, can be properly ſaid to tand 
when it is dividedagainſt itſelf. 7thly, 
The inordinate harangues of tedi- 
ous prayer, with which the common 
prayer- book i is moſt egregiouſſy ſtuf- 
fed, ſhould be ſhortened. i in number, 
matter, and form; for Heaven can 
no more be won by vociferous v vio- 
lence of prayer than of ſong. If ſet 
forms of prayer be deemed neceſſary 
for the ſake of preventing fügen 
in a congregation, they ſhould b 
few, and free from thoſe perpetual 
teren Ld the preſent liturgy, 
r which 


1 5 1 ; 

ay h {em calculated to no other end, 
than to ſate and tire the prieſt and peo- 
ple and harraſs the Deity. In our pe- 
titions, except on ſome ſudden and 

ecial calamitous e exigency,wel ſhould 
> 4 confine ourſelves to general, 
leavin g particulars to God, Who a- 
lone knows what is beſt for us; it 18 
upon this juſt principle, that the ſer- 
vice of the litany ſhould ſtand. con- 
demned and eraſed from a rational 
liturgy. Although mental, that i is, 
ſilent prayer, dictated by true ſpi- 
ritual grace, may poſſibly | be more ac I 
ceptable, yet {et forms need not prove | 
a ſtumbling block, that ſhould pre- 
vent the union of any really pious 


48. - — 


diſſenter,, becauſe he has the reſerye 
of x mental prayer always i in his power. 
Set 


[ 92. 2 f 


Set forms of prayer may with great 
propriety be reduced to. four.---A 
warm and devout confeſſion of all 
our ſins, but more eſpecially our an 
gelic apoſtacy. -A petition for mer- | 
cy and pardon.---A thankf giving for 
all God's mercies and bleffings. — 4 
general addreſs for the continuance 
of his Providence to us and all crea- 
ted beings: I requires only to add, 
the leſſons ſhould be taken from the 

goſpels, and proper pfaltts ſelected fo 
the daily. ſervice; and the reſt ſtruck 
out of the common, Prayer-Book; 


—_— AC en... 


munion, We 5 matrimony, And 
the burial of the dead, ſhould be 1 
75 thortened, at leaſt half in half; 
and no ſet forms of prayer for the 

viſitation 


,” 
* . 
4 r 
* 


92 
viſitation of A ſick ſhould "Rm re- 
tained, as theſe ſhould naturally a- 
riſe. from the peculiar fituation and 
circumſtances of the diſeaſed, at the 
diſcretion af the miniſter.—In fra- 
ming a new and univerſal Chriſtian 
Liturgy, which will be firſt properly 
ſo called; the utmoſt precaution 
ſhould be uſed to avoid, both in ſen- 
timent and expreſſion, the manifold 


dangerous errors, reſpecting God 


and ourſelvez, pointed aut from the 


3d to the 10th ſection incluſive of 


this chapter; a Liturgy formed with 
judgment on the foregoing outlines, 
would be conſiſtent with ſelf, con- 
ſiſtent with reaſon and common fenſe, 
and conſequently acceptable-to God; 

and n which no Chriſtian of 


common 
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common reaſon or ſenſe, could poſſibly 
refuſe ſubſcribing.»-- The ſubaltern 
Clergy, on whom (with ſhame be it 
ſpoken) reſts the burden of the day 
would be relieved from the tedious 
pageantry of prayer and worſhip, 
through which they ſwent with pi- 
teous labour of body as well as of 
mind; for if they are bleſſed with 
underſtanding, they muſt eondemn, 
and diſbelieve, or look down with 
contempt on, more than the half 
they are obliged to read; and of 
coutſe they cannot feel the devotion 
they ought in ſo ſacred/afh office, not 
excite it in their congregations; and 
conſequently, their worthip-i is there- 
by rendered of none ect. What muſt 
be the caſe then, when FR have 


More 


n 
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more than One church to ſerve? 


which is too frequently the caſe x 


for a gratuity or ſtipend. inferior to 


the income of the meaneſt bailiff 


{ amongſt their pariſhioners : in ſuch 
a ſituation, it is eaſy to conceive 
how the ſervice of God muſt be 

ſcampered over, for the ſupport of a 


wretched and numerous family. 
Now, as the ſhares of the /aoves and 


fiſhes, which fall to theſe miſerabie 


ſubalterns, do not amount to more 
than a hard cruſt of the one, and the 
head, tail, and bones of the other; 
the leaſt their pampered brethren 


and ſuperiors can do for them is, to 
lighten their load, by ſhortening 


their portion of unprofitable and un- 
neceſſary duty, for their ſake as well 
oe -: 


. 2 
as God's, by labouring to promote a 
rational ſhort Liturgy, which will 
eg them nothing but a little thought 
(their temporalities untouched) to 
methodiſe the ſame, from the out- 
lines ready ſketched out to their 
hands ;- by ſuch a reform, the yoke 
of their ſubalterns will be rendered 
eaſy, and their burdens light, i in more 
ſenſes than one; their daily duty will 
become a rational, a pleaſing exerciſe 
of their intellectual powers; in 
| place of being, as it now is and muſt 
be, a laborious and irkſome aft; 
they would execute it with reverence, 
ſpirit, and devotion, knowing it was 
more acceptable to their God, and 
more ſalutary to the ſouls comtit- 
ted to their charge ; and they would 
be 


a PY * 
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be enabled, with propriety and deco- 
rum, to ſerve more churches than 
one.——But when in the pulpit, 
they thould be prohibited torturing 
their faculties in attempting to ex- 
plain certain ſpeculative points in 
divinity, which neither themſelves 
believe, nor their congregations un- 
derftand; and be confined to the en- 
forcing moral duties, from texts only 
taken from the dictates of Chriſt, 

as recorded in the Four Evan geliſts. 


' Set. 17. Tur Author of thefe 
meditations has not put them on 
paper, from a vain affectation of 
üngularity, but from the deepeſt re- 
verence to his God and Creator, and 


perfect love for Mankind and every 
created 


1 
orented being; he has marked out; 
foundation for union, and for pure 
prayer and worſhip, which only he 
conceives can be worthy the Deity 
and ſerviceable to his creatures; the 
erecting and forming the /iperfruc- 
rure, he conſigns to the dignified 
| heads of the church, in conjunction 
with the ſupreme legiſlature of theſe 
eee whom God direct. Amen. 


* 


1 Mort, but l Cir Ris- 
TIAN "PRAYER, 


OETTRNAL O TR with a grate- 
ful, penitent, and obedient. heart, I 
look up, through the pure doctrines 
of JesUs CuR1sT, to thy mercy and 
providence. For weak minds, who 


may think more words and more ſen- 
4 timents ' 


1 1 
timents neceſſary, it may be para- 
phraſed in manner following: 

O ETERNAL One, with a moſt 
| grateful heart, for all thy mercies, 
all thy bleſſings, of which we im- 
plore thy gracious continuance ;--- 
with the deepeſt ſorrow and repent- 
ance, for having offended againſt thy 
holy laws ;---and with perfect reſig- 
nation to thy divine will ;—we moſt 
humbly look up, through the pure 
| doctrines of JEsus CHRIST, to thy 
= mercy and providence ; beſeeching 
thee to pardon all our tranſgreſſions, 
but more eſpecially, our great, our 
original fin, our angelic apoſtacy. | 
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Section 1. DEFORE we enter on 

the diſcufſion of this 
general head, it is neceſſary, by way 
of introduction, to form a few hum- 
ble conceptions on the Almighty's 
ſcheme of creatioh, ſo far as regards 
ourſelves, as inhabitants of this por- 
tion of formed matter it is moſt 
probable, that the Deity conſtructed 
it in ſuch wiſe, that by continued 
revolutions or rotations, it ſhould 


laſt for a determinate ſpace of time; 
I 2 ſubject 


Heer 


ſubject to ſuch changes, as he ſhould 
be pleaſed at different periods to 
impre's upon it; for according to 
the general conception of the wiſeſt 
amon git mankind, this. globe was in 
its priſtine ſtate a much more dilec- 
table, comfortable, and ſalubrious 
habitation, than it exhibits at preſent, 
owing. to a ſecend defection of the 
apoſtate ſpirits, during their ſtate of 
probation, here; by which they ren- 
dereil. themſelves unworthy of the 
beauty and convenience, that, was at 
firſt graciouſly given to them by 
God. lt is no leſs probable, that 


the ſpace allotted for the duration of 
this globe is alſo the ferm fixt by 
God fon our, baniſhment, puniſh- 
ment, and probation, during which 

| we 
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we are doomed to migrate from one 
mortal form to another, according to 
the moſt ancient Metempſychoſian 
doctrine. Laſtly, it is more than, 
probable, that at the expiration of, 
the term of duration of this planęt, 
God will receive thoſe apoſtate ſpi- 
rits into grace and favor, who, by a 
juſt application of their intellectual 
powers under the human form, have, 
benefited of las iudulgence; and thoſe | 
Who : have1nat will be; doomed. to 
perpetual baniſhment in ſome dire- 
ful region prepared for that purpoſe; 
and this period may be called the 
_ conſummation of all things, relative 
to Angel, Man, and Brute'; when 
the form of this globe will be-bro- 
ken, and its various parts be reduced 


13 to 
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to its original Chaos 3 as no longer ne- 
eeſſary. What has been ſaid above 
may, for ought we know to the con- 
trary, be equally applicable to every 
other planet or region of the mate- 
rial univerſe. When the period 
of diſſolution is to take place, reſts 
al;ne with God ;—it may be to- 
night, — to- morrow, or the next 
day, —it may be prolonged to diſtant 
ages; altho' the aſpect of our globe 


| . ſuch viſible marks of decay, as N 
mould ſtimulate our apprehenſions 


to a neceſſary and ſpeedy preparation 
for the dire and all imate event. Now 
to purſue my ſubject: 


Sect. 2. TRE future ſtate of the 


foul Or — 8 exiſtence after death, 


or 


— 
1 
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or its ſeparation from its corrupt and 
mortal priſon.— is a: ſubject that 
has employed the thoughts and pens 
of the learned from the earlieſt re- 
cords of time; ſorry am I to think 
and ſay, I fear to very little purpoſe, 
eſtiimating the effects their doctrines 
have worked upon mankind through- 
out all ages; nor is itat all to be von- 
dered at, whilſt the ſentiments ang 
dictates of philoſophers and ſages are 
diametrically oppoſite to each other, 
in a matter ſo eflential tous; bewild- 
ering the mind in place of enlighten» 
ing it ;—ſome utterly denying the 
ſpirit's immortality, or its future ex- 
iſtence; others aſſerting both, and 
alſo that ſuch future ſtate is a ſtate 
af rewards and puniſhment: this 
| laſt 
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laſt is the moſt generally adopted 
principle, although mankind differ 
widely in ſentiment, touching the 
mode of ſuch exiſtence, as well as 
in the nature and period of the ſpi- 
rit's rewards and puniſhments: ſome 
believing it ſubject to the one or the 
other, immediately at its ſeparation 
from the body; others contending, 
that both are deferred until the final 
iſſue of all things; which is uſually 
termed (the day , judgment. The 
former ſyems to have been the opi- 
nion of antiguity and the eaſtern 
ſages, followers of the Metempſy- 
ehoſis; the latter, the doctrine of 
the moderns, and chiefly the chriſ- 
tian ſects of every denomination; who 
in this principle any ſeem unani- 

mous: 


i 
1 
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mous: Strong ohjections lie again} 
both, to be n W 


get 3 ee „„ 
montelity of the foul- and a future 
ſtate, are, I conceive. in the-preſens 
age, few in number, if any; for 
howtſoever the: generah conduct and 
morals of mankind ſeem to indicate 
no faith in the one or the other, yet 

they are not hardy, enough to aοοπτ 
it; and. at the period of ſeparationy 
the conſcious - offending- ſpirit, bes 
comes. tod late and hut too ignlible 
of its real ſtate; and nature; there / 
fore the principle itſelf appears un 
worthy. a particular refutation: it 
remains then only for a thinking bee 

ing, anxious. for his ſtate, to weigh 


11 


by the ſtandard of unbiaſſed reaſon 
tho claſhing opinions of learned be- 
hevers ; and try to find a medium hy- 
pothefis, that may clearly reconcile all 
parties, and further Juſtify the ways 
4 . to Man. 


1 ect. #i Is we 1 to the opi- 
nion of the ancients, and ſuppoſe 
the ſoul or ſpirit receives its reward 
or puniſhment, at the inſtant of its 
ſeparation from the body, ſuch re- 
ward or puniſhment cannot be - 
nal, but temporary only, and not its 
ultimate ſentence, for theſe manifeſt 

reaſons ;—{taking it for granted, that 
every organiſed body was created and 
formed as receptacles for the apoſtate 
Mur; for otherwiſe, they are moſt 
| aſſuredly 


I 
aſſuredly, unaccountables in naturs 
— Now if the ſoul receives its final 
doom at its ſeparation, a perpetual di- 
minution of theſe organiſed bodies 
muſt enſue, of every ſpecies, from 
the human form to the :elephant or 
the emmet, as being utterly uſeleſs 
after the exit of the ſpirit; for what 
need for the cage, when the bird is 
flown in perpetuity? But daily obſer- 
vation ſhews the reverſe; we ſee no 
decreaſe or diminution in any of 
their tribes; but they are ſtill pro- 
pagated, and continue in nearly the 
ſame: proportion by generation, as 
from the beginning, for the ſame 


wonderful purpoſes; as the one or- 
ganiſed form, from its natural princi- 
. peri ſhes, the ſpirĩt or ſoul which 


animated 
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animated it, is duted of its [preſent 
receptacle, it flies not, in perpetuity, 
but from that body; and by the in- 
variablo ſcheme of providence, ano- 
her cage or habitation is provided 
for it; conſequently and obviouſſy 
_ death, or the ſepatation of ſoul and 

body, is not the period of the foul's 
Anal doom. — The proud philoſopher 
will probably knit his ſupercilious 
brow, and the celebrated toaſt raiſe 


her indignant oreſt/ at ſeeing the l- 


man farm aivine thus debaſed, by 
being indiſcriminately claſſed with 
the common herds of brutality, and 
the loweſt inſets and reptiles, and 


ſpurn at the author of ſuch degra- 
ding ſentiments if this proves of- 
Fenſive, let the argument be confined 

By to 
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to their own form divine; the dignity 
of human nature, they are ready 
enough to allo, ariſes only from the 
divine ſpirit which animates their 
form; now let them philoſophically 
or rationally account for the perpetual 
fucceſſion of theſe human forms, if the 
period of death is the period of the 
ſoul's final: ſentence. 


Sect. 5. Tr, with the moderns, 
we ſhould-conceive, that the ſentence 
on the ſpirit is delayed to the day of 
final judgment, a multitude of diffi- 
culties- ſtar: up to oppoſe our full 
belief ;---what becomes of it during 
the intermediate. ſpace of time it 
cannot, from its nature, when re- 


leaſed from matter, lye torpid and 
o inactive 


1 
inactive; it muſt exiſt ſomewhere; 
and ſomehow;—if it has during its 
- abode in the fleſh made an ill uſe of 
its powers, and deſerved puniſhment, 
it is not rational to conceive it would 
be /o long delayed; —if on the con- 
trary, it has during that abode me- 
rited reward, it is equally irrational 
to ſuppoſe its creator and judge would 
poſtpone it, for God is juſt.— To ſome, 
it may appear a matter of no impor- 
tance, whether the ſoul receives its 
doom immediately at its exit, or at 
a long future period; but it ought 
not to appetr in that indifferent light; 
for whichſoever of the foregoing 
opinions a man adopts, the conduct 
of his preſent exiſtence will moſt cer- 
tainly be influenced thereby, as will 
i further appear as we advance. 


Lan 
Sect. 6. To reconcile theſe jarring 
opinions of the w/e, which confounds 
the underſtanding of the weak, and 
ſeems on either fide to impeach the 
juſtice of our creator, reaſon points 
out one only medium ; namely, the 
ſuppoſition of 7wo periods of future 
judgment; the one temporary, at the : 
| inſtant of the ſpirit's ſeparation from 
its mortal appendage; the other nal 
at the conſummation. of all things, 


in the diſſolution of the material 


world: This hypotheſis is ſo rational, 
ſo conſonant with God's juſtice and 


goodneſs, and ſo conciliatory to ever 


appearance in nature; and withall, 
ſo glaringly manifeſt and ſelf-evident; 
that it is moſt amazing it ſhould be 
eſerved for theſe days to be noted. 
K 2 This 
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This. dacttine clears up many im- 
portant difficulties, and opens to us 
a chearful view of the port of ſalva- 
tion, Which has hitherto beer dar- 
kened and obicured : by gloomy 
doubts and perplexities.— The ap- 
pearance in the world of ſuffering 
and perſecuted virtue, and ſucceſsful 
and triumphant vice, (which has led, 
if not drove, erring beings too fre- 

_ quently to ſuſpect the equity of their 
Creator) philoſophersand divines have 
endeavoured! to account for, by a 
ſoothing, although a ſtrained folu- 
tion; indeed without this, doctrine 
they can _ adopt no other to com- 
fort the one, and reſtrain the other, 
they uſually are content in a refe- 
rence to the- * Gag af Juldgment' 
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when all accounts will be ſtated and 
balanced by a righteous judge; but 
this ſolution rarely affords permanent 
ſupport and conſolation to the fi, 
and as ſeldom acts in terrorem to 
the 44ſt: The cauſe 1s obvious 
the periods of rewards and puniſh- 
ments are ſet at ſuch an immenſure- 
able and uncomfortable diſtance of 
time, as leaves but a weak ſpur and 
encouragement to perſevere in virtue; 
and as weakly ſtrikes the vicious with 
dread or remorſe ; but the effect in 
both would be extremely different, 
when, according to this doctrine, 
they advert, that the period of future 
judgment, rewards, and puniſh- 
ments, await them even in this world, 
at. the inſtant the ſpirit is ſet at large 
K 3 by 


10 
by death; which moſt aſſuredly will 
be the caſe, if (Which it would be 
impious to doubt) God is juſt.— On 
this ground, piety, virtue, and moral 
rectitude, have a firm foundation for 
hope and perſeverance ; and vice, juſt 
cauſe to tremble.— Although F will 
not ſuppoſe the rewards, or puniſh- 
ments, of this ſtate and region of pro- 
bation, bear any proportion to thoſe 
that will he awarded for us at the 
final day of judgment, yet they will 
doubtleſs be ſufficient to conſtitute 
either our felicity or miſery, and may 
rationally be deemed preparatives, or 
ſamples, of what we ſhall enjoy or 
ſuffer ad infinitum; when we ſhall 
be treed /or ever from our corrupt 


prifons ; and our pleaſures, and our 
Pains, 
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pains, will be purely ſpirituab and in- 
tellectual, in an inconceiveable degree 
ſuperior to our preſent feelings; as 
the feelings of the md infinitely 
tranſcend thoſe of the body. Some 
may object, and aſk; how can appa- 
rent virtue in this world ſuffer per- 
ſecation at all, conſiſtent with divine 
or even common equity! it has been 
an ſwered long ago, that appusent vir- 


tue may cover. concealed vice 5 for 


none but God can pervade the human 
heart, and explore its ſecret fins ; the 
incongruous notion, that he permits 
the good to be evil intreated, merely 
as a trial of the extent of his faith 
and truſt on him, is a conception moſt 
unworthy the God of juſtice and 
goodneſs, who will not puniſh with- 

RAY out 
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out adequate cauſe ; therefore, if the 
really pious and virtuous man ſtands 
devoted to oppreſſion, perſecution, 
and other miſeries in this life, which 
we have abundant reaſon to conclude 
18 frequently the caſe; it can be no 
otherwiſe accounted for, but that du- 
ring his laſt pre- exiſtence under the 
human form, the ſtate of uncontroled 
action and freedom of will, he was 
guilty of making an atrocious bad uſe 
of thoſe gracious powers; and that 
he is in his preſent ſtate expiating 
thoſe tranſgreſſions, through a ſeries 
of afflictions, under the ſupport of his 
inherent virtue and fortitude, with 
humble reſignation to the decree of 
his juſt creator, and a rational depen- 
dance on a more happy lot in the 
next ſtage of mortal exiſtence. 


1 

Sect. 7. Wurn the delinquent 
ſoul or ſpirit is driven from its mors 
tal tenement, what a mighty field 
opens upon us for the exerciſe of 
God's juſtice and mercy, in this our 
temporary future ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments, in the diſtribution of 
our various lots, until our ſecond and 
final tremendous judgment, or the 
conſummation, takes place l- It is 
ſaid, & the iſſues of life and! death 
are in the hands of Gon; a ſenti· 
ment, that muſt be only relatively, 
and in the ultimate ſenſe underſtood; 
for moſt certainly the iſſues of liſe 
and death reſt primarily within aur 
Alves, and his decrees will be govern= 
ed by either our own merits or deme- 
rits; and as we run our courſe through 

A oh 
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the various trials he ſhall be pleaſed 
to grant us, under the ſuperior form 
of man, ſo will be our final and eter- 
nal deſtination. Life and death, fu- 
ture as well as preſent rewards and 
puniſhments, are ſolely in the diſpo- 
fal of our Creator, and. we may rely 
will be beſtowed and inflicted accord- 
ing to our deſerts ; the ſpace between 
our preſent probationary exiſtence 
and the laſt judgment may be im- 
menſe ! tremendous reflection] and 
alternately filled, as we ourſelves 
mark our lots, with comparative joy 
or miſery; through the multitude of 
changing forms, which every of- 
fending ſpirit 1s doomed to undergo 
for its cœleſtial original ſin or tranſ- 
greſion; which mankind ſeems ſo 
622 utterly 
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utterly to have loſt ſight of, that there 
is but one nation of people upon the 
face of the earth, whoſe eſtabliſhed 
religion has a retroſpect 7herefo,* con- 
ſiſtent with the primitzve creed laid 
down to the delinquent apoſtate ſpi- 
rits in the firſt times. The contraſted 
contingences of our preſent ſtate of 
probationary exiſtence are, health and 
fickneſs, power and dependance, 
affluence and penury, happineſs and 
miſery ; but theſe cannot with any 
juſtice be termed the allotments, or 
neceſſary conſequences of our exiſ- 
tence, as they depend upon ourſelves,” 
and are the natural effects of tempe- 
rance or intemperance of mind and 
body, and a right or wrong applica- 

tion 
See Chap. 3. ſect. 1. art. 1. 
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tion of our intellectual faculties; vain 
has our Creator endowed us with di- 
vine powers, when ve ceaſe to exert 
them to the purpoſes he benevolently 
intended. But it is time to enter 
into a more particular inveſtigation, 
and analyſis, of the ſtate of humanity 
and of the b rute creation; and if 
there are any yet, whoſe unwarranta- 
ble pride will nat ſuffer them to think 
the latter are preciſely in the ſame 
predicament with themſelves, let 
them confine what is to be {aid to 


_ themſelves, as at will equally be ap- 
plicable to both. 


Sect. 8. Wurx we take a compa- 
rative view of the different lots of the 
animal creation, we muſt be blind to 
reaſon 


> 


oy 
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reaſon, and obſervation, if we do not 
conclude, ſome marked with the fa- 
vor of their Creator, and others la- 
boring under his diſpleaſure, it would 
be impious to ſuppoſe the Deity ca- 
pable of partiality; therefore certain 
ly each muſt have merited their dif- 
ferent allotments. Wet us firſt take 
a view of the Happy and Unhappy 
Man; theſe are pictures that have 
been often drawn, but I think, not 
quite to the purpoſe of my preſent 
intentions. The Happy Man i bleſ- 
ſed with a placid diſpoſition, free 
from ſuperſtition, bigotry, or ſpiri- 
tual pride; actuated by true piety, 
fulfillingevery duty of his exiſtence to 
God, to man, to brute; with a heart 
and hand ever open to relieve the ne- 
| L  ceſfities 
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ceſſities and miſeries of his fellow 
creatures, under whatſoever form they 
are doomed to ſuffer; in this, he does 
not counteract the juſt decrees of 
God, but by his permiſſion only alle- 
viates the ſeverity of them, conſiſtent 
with the primitive creed. He is bleſ- 
ſed with health and affluence; a faith 
ful wife, and boſom companion; a 
numerous, affectionate, o bedient, and 
worthy progeny; a long, gracious 
term of probation, without diminu- 
tion of his intellectual faculties ;— 
he quits his preſent mortal tenement 
with humble reſignation, in a firm, 
well- grounded confidence of his happy 
lot being continued to himſelf and 
his poſterity in the next ſtage of their 
exiſtence, under whatſoever form his 


God 
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God ſhall be pleaſed to provide for 
him, or them. It may be ſaid, the 
foregoing is an ideal portrait, which 
no mortal in likeneſs ever came up 
to; we hope not ſo, although the 
inſtances may not be very numerous; 
yet I aflert, at the ſame time, it is 
what every man may come up to, if 
hewill;—let him but do as his powers 
enable him, and God himſelf will 
add the contingents, and prove to 
man, that to be good is to be Hh 


| Set. 9. We proceed next, to con- 
fider the melancholy reverſe of the 
laſt felicitous lot of humanity, or the 
unhappy ſtate of him, who neglects 
the proper application of his rational 
powers ;——he gives the rein to his 
L 2 ſenſual 
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ſenſual appetites, expends his youth, 
and the vigor of his life, in impious 
enjoyments and wanton diſſipation, 
regardleſs of his duty to God, to man, 
and brute, as well as to himſelf; he 
is curſt with a wife equally bad as 
himſelf, unmindful of his honor and 
his ſubſtance; and a progeny by his 
example, vicious, profligate, and diſ- 
obedient ; he flouriſhes for a While; 
but diſeaſe and penury ſoon overtake 
him; his diſpoſition is ſoured, his, 
reaſon diſtracted ; he raiſes his hand 
againſt his exiſtence, or lingers out 
his remaining ſpan in the accumu- 
lated miſeries of a loathſome priſon; 
leaves his widow and deſeendants to 
want and dependence, and quits his 
mortal frame without any rational 
R 1 hope 
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hope of his lot being bettered heres. 
after; if. doomed to animate again the 
human form, it wall be only again to. 
undergo variety of wretchedneſs ; if 
the brutal, to ſuffer the rueful lot of 
hard labor, with many cruel ſtripes, 
inflicted on him by beings as unfeel- 
ing as he himſelf was, when inveſted 
with power; or it may be, ſentenced to- 
drag out his exiſtence ſhut out from 
ſociety in the dreary deſart, or in the- 
boſom of the gloomy foreſt, in ſome 
ſavage form, hating and hated by 
all, and engaged in perpetual war- 
fare with the inhabitants of the whole: 
earth. 


Sect. 10. As. God is juſt, ſuch. as: 
above deſcribed, we may rationally 
** cone. 
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conclude, will be thr different lots of 
the completely virtuous, or com- 
pletely vicious foul or ſpirit of man. 
I allow they are drawn in the ex- 
tremes, and that we daily obſerve 
medium ſtates, partaking neither of 
abſolute happineſs, or abſolute "OT 
ſery, both in the human and brutal 
forms; which we may be aſſured, | 
is adjuſted by the fame unerring hand 
of providential equity as the other 
two extremes, in a juſt proportion to 
our deſerts ; and ſo will be diſpenſed 
to us, through every change of exiſ- 
tence, until the final day of judg- 
ment.—On the whole, the fallacy 
of ſome received opinions, and com- 
mon practices, are by this general hy- 
pPotheſis fully refuted ; for inſtance, 
the 
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the ſuppoſition of the reſurrection of 
the ſame corrupt and mortal body; a 
groſs error, which could only ariſe 
from mr/-:nterpretation, a baneful 
root, from which many and egregi- 
ons branches have ſprung to over- 
ſhadow the fountain of reaſon; for 
mere matter cannot be accountable, 
nor ſuſceptible of reward or puniſh- 
ment, which appertains ſolely to the 
that at the final day our corruptible 
bodies ſhall be changed to incorrupti- 
ble, the expreſſion can be underſtood 
only in a figurative ſenſe, implying;. 
that we ſhall then remain purely ſpi- 
ritual, and in preciſely the ſame ſitu- 
ation that every ſpirit is, during the 
intermediate period, between death 


and 
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and its animating another mortal 
form ;—if at the final day we have 
any corporeal covering at all, it muſt, 
from the nature and properties of 
matter, be corruptible.— Hence alſo 
appears the folly of thoſe, who ad- 
dreſs their prayers and worſhip to 
departed ſaints; and the atrocious 
prieſtcraft of thoſe who enjoin it ; 
for they are imploring the mediation 
of beings at the throne of God, | who 
have no place there; —if miſled mor- 
tals conceive there can be any efficacy 
in the interceſſion of others, it ould: 
at leaſt be more conſiſtent to apply to 
the holy hoſt of Angelic beings, who 
held their allegiance firm and un- - 
ſhaken ;—for if God could be 7fucn-. 
ced, it is moſt probable he would be 


by 
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by them; although even that ſup- 
poſition ſavors of impiety.— This hy- 

potheſis likewiſe refutes the errone- : 
ous, ſoothing conceit at the point 
of death, as well as through life, 
that our ſpirit, at the diſſolution of 
the body, ſhall be immediately united 
for ever, in Heaven, to that or thoſe 
objects of our fond affections, : who 


have departed before us; an event 


which cannot take place before the 
final day of judgment:—but yet, we 
may juſtly flatter ourſelves with hopes, 
that where two ſouls, and two bodies, 
have been firmly united in the bands 
of virtuous love and friendſhip, and 
have otherways well deſerved of their 
Creator through the courſe of their 
preſent walk of life; he will re-unite 

them 


C a}. 
them in the next and following ſtages 
of their exiſtence, under the human 
or ſome other form; and although 
they may be unconſcious of the pre- 
exiſtent union, for cauſes only known 
to God himſelf, it will be no abate- 
ment of our felicity; we are equally 
unconſcious of ever having pre- exiſted 
at all; and yet it has been ſufficiently 
proved, to every unprejudiced mind, 


it mu have been ſo. 


Sect. 11. Nox are the lots of the 
Brute Creation leſs variegated than 
our own, reſpecting happineſs and 
miſery; not from any merit or de- 
merit of their own whilſt under hat 
form, but conſequential to the ſpirits 
which animate them; as having 

made 


* 
en 


E 

made a right or wrong uſe of their 
unlimited powers, when laſt anima- 
ting the human ; this reaſoning will 
appear more conſpicuouſly concluſive, 
when we conſider a little minutely 
the different lots of this portion of 
creation. Let us view the dreary 
condition of the ſavage inhabitants of 
the foreſt, in contraſt with the wooly 
kind, and ſome tribes of the feathered 

ſpecies, and of theſe, compared with 
other ravenous tribes of the ſame ſpe- | 
cies; let us obſerve the happy ſtate 


of the pampered ſteed, in the parks 
and ſtables of Kings, Princes, and 
Miniſters ; and then turn our humid 
eye to the war, the dray, the cart, 
the race, and the poſt-horſe; let us 
compare the exiſtence of the ſtag, and 


the 


SS 
the grazing or ſtall- fed horned kind, 
with thoſe condemned to the heavy 
yoke of hard labor; let us next ſur- 
vey the felicitous ſtate of the domeſtic 
canine breed, entertained for our de- 
fence, or trained to murder for our 
ſport, with the anxious, miſerable, 
apprehenſive, exiſtence of the timo- 
rous hare or wiley fox ; or the wretch- 
ed condition of others of the ſame 
canine ſpecies, which infeſt the ſkirts 
of the capital cities of 'Furkey, Perſia, 
Indoſtan, and Arabia, whoſe only 
horrid ſubſiſtence is carrion and 
dead bodies caſt on the ſhores of the 
rivers; and yet ſo ſcanty is even this 
proviſion, that they are ravenous as- 
hungry wolves, and frequently affault 
the traveller on his way. Reſpecting 

the 


— 
* 
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the inhabitants of the waters, they 
fall fo little under the eye of critical 
obſervation, it is but barely a proba. 
ble judgment that we can form of 
their ſtate ; and yet the knowledge 
of them, which we have acquired, 
enables us to conclude with ſome cer- 


tainty, that their exiſtence is ehe- 


quered with felicity and infelicity, . 
in like manner as thoſe: of the earth 
and air; although we cannot with 
preciſion mark the nature of their 
feelings, as it is denied us to dive into 
the immenſe profound. 


Sect. 12. Ir may be objected, that 
ſome of the animal tribes, whoſe 
lots are marked above as happy in 
compariſon with others, are not ſo 

M in 
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in fact, taking in all the circum- 
ſtances of their exiſtence; that many 
age deprived of their natural liberty, 
merely to gratify our idle fancies, 
and wanton amuſements; ; whilſt 
others are fed and pampered, only to 

glut our ſenſual appetites and with- 


out any view to their . happineſs ;— 


be it ſo, that will not alter the nature 
of their ſtate; for if ſome of the fea- 


thered tribe are robbed of their li- 
berty, to balance that loſs, they are 


free from care; they have not the 


inclemency of ſeaſons to buffet with, 
they have not their food to ſeek in 


froſt and ſnow; it is provided for 


them by the hand of kindneſs, and 
they live, exempt from perpetual 


| dread of the ſnare and aflaſſin.— The 


ſame 
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fame advantages have thoſe domeſtic 
fowl and quadrupeds, who are fed, 
crammed, and pampered, for onr 
luxurious tables ;** our own intereſt 
ſecures to them our protection and 
kindneſs; and although their date of 
exiſtence may be ſhortened, to ſatisfy 
our luſtful appetites, yet, . whilſt it 
laſts, it is rendered happy; and we 
go on, in the indulgence of our wan- 
ton and unnatural cravings, without 
any degree of apprehenſion of the 
heinous fin we commit, in cutting 
ſhort the thread of life, and the term 
of our own probation, for ſuch un- 
worthy purpoſes :—but do we not, 

on the contrary, daily fee ſome favo- 
_ rites, both of the feathered and qua- 
| — M2 dtruped 
* See Pope's Eſſay on Man. 
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druped tribes, which are neither pam- 
pered for the indulgence of our ſen- 
ſual appetites, nor trained for mur- 


derous miſchievous ſports, but enter- 
tained, loved, cheriſhed, fed, and 


ſupported, purely for our innocent 


amuſement, or for defence againſt 
invaders of our property, or againſt 
noxious animals, capable of moleſt- 
ing our peace? I ſay, do we not daily 
fee multitudes of theſe happy ſpirits, 
enjoying a life of unſullied innocence, 
and undiſturbed tranquility, highly 
enviable of the moſt happy ſtate of 
humanity ?—Who, but -God their 
Creator, has. caſt and ſhaped theſe 
happy lots for them ?—but God is 
juſt, why then this obvious partiality ? 
why this glaring preference ?—Short- 

| lighted 


L 1 

ſighted mortal, look into and exa- 
mine thy own breaſt, and if thou 
ſhalt be doomed to howl in the unſo- 
ciable deſart, to buffet the inclemency 
of ſeaſons, to ſuſtain the pangs of 
hunger and thirſt, and numberlefs 
other natural evils, in place of being 
cheriſhed and nurtured in the boſom 
of humanity, or bleſt under any other 
happy form; then be aſſured, that 
thou haſt deſerved it, by thy neglect 
or miſ-application.of thoſe divine ra- 
tional powers, in the only ſtate and 
form, under which you were enabled 
to exerciſe them ad libitum; (as be- 
fore hinted,) becauſe, God is juſt, 
and ſuffers not even the ſeeming in- 
conſiderable Harro to fall to the 
Found, without his particular atten- 
M 3 tion 
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tion, or, in other words, his peculiar 
providence. 5 


Sect. 13. Ir appears in the eourſe 
of the government of this world, 
that God often employs or rather 
permits ſome human beings as inſtru- 
ments of his juſtice, to betheſcourge 
and puniſhers of others; from hence, 
we are not to conclude, thoſe beings 
{o employed are particularly favored; 
but on the contrary, that God, know- 
ing the vicious bent of their diſpo- 
ſitions, marks them as the moſt pro- 
per executioners of his will; as the 
hangman amongſt us is generally the 
moſt abandoned and reprobate of the 
people, it is more than a probable 
conjecture, that theſe inſtruments. 

have 
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have appeared in all ages under the 
denomination of heroes and Zyrants ; 
whoſe peculiar province it has been, 
in conjunction with a race of fol- 
lowers, in diſpoſition equal to their 
own, to prove themſelves deſtroyers. 
of mankind and ravagers of the face 
of the earth; and it is no leſs proba- 
ble, that theſe heroes, tyrants, and 
leaders, were ab origine the. prime 
inſtigators and leaders of the angelic 
rebellion and apoſtacy; the unhappy 


cauſe of all our mortal woe. But 


ſurely, „they alſo have their re- 
ward: - they may poſſeſs kingdoms 
and principalities in this world, but 
it will be no breach of charity to 
ſay, they have no chance for the poſ- 
ſeflion of the kingdom of heaven. — 
On 
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On the other hand, reaſon and ob- 
ſervation point out to us, that when 
God in his juſtice beſtows a happy 


lot of exiſtence on any of the apoſ- 


tate ſpirits, either under the human 


or other form, he conſigns them to 
the ſuperintendance and nurture of. 
ſuch beings, whoſe diſpoſitions he. 
knows are benevolent and compaſ- 
ſionate, perfectly ſuited to anſwer his 
benign Free, 10 


Sect. 14. Ir may be thought. 
ſtrange, that after all that has been 
ſaid, reſpecting the tranſmigration 
of the apoſtate ſpirits through the 


brutal forms, no eonfideration has 


been beſtowed upon the numerous 


inſect and reptile race, poſſeſſed of. 
| animal: 
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animal life; as if they were ſhut out, 
and exempt from, any ſuch deſigna- 
tion of providence no ſuch thing, a 
diſtinct place being reſerved for that 
purpoſe. It is true, the ancient phi- 
loſophers, but chiefly the Bramins, 
drew a certain line, beyond which 
the doctrines of the Metempſychoſis 
did not extend; limiting the tranſ- 
migration of the apoſtate ſpirits to 
ſuch forms, as exhibit evident marks 
of rationality, and poſſeſs perfect or- 
ganiſed bodies, capable of a full diſ- 
play of the five ſenſes; conſidering 
all beyond this, as having the appear- 
ance only of animal life ; but are- in | 
truth, the common offspring or ef- 
fects of vegetation, from earth, heat, 
and moiſture ; the properties of ra- 

tionality, 


[ne 
tionality, and a diſplay of the ſenſes, 
are as manifeſtly to be obſerved in 
the ant and the bee, as in the ele- 
phant and the eagle; and in the 


dwarf, as well as in the giant; and 
proves, that a pure intelligent ſpirit 
is not circumſcribed by any deter- 
minate ſpace, but may be compreſ- 
ſed or expanded by the power of God, 
or perhaps by his own inherent pow- 
ers, ſo as to occupy a greater or /efſer 
ſpace; in either of which, he will be 
equally capable of exerting his full 
intellectual powers, when the ma- 
terial form under which he is con- 
fined arrives at maturity of growth; 
the ſpirit's entering and animating 
the mortal forms is not a matter of 
choice, but compulſion, as more than 

Wie once 
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once remarked ; to which they are 
under a neceſſity of accommodating 
themſelves, and conforming to the 
decrees of their offended Creator. 
The mode of the aſtoniſhing union. 
between Hul and body ſurpaſſes our 
comprehe::fion when the houſe 
is completely finiſhed and furniſhed, 
the tenant enters, and we may rati- 
onally conclude, that the inſtant of 
contact between ſoul and body, is at 
the perfect formation of the fœtus, 
when life and motion 1s given to the 
animal machine, perceptive to the 
parent; and at this moment the pu- 
niſhment and ſufferings of the of- 
fending ſpirit begin, and follow it 
in progreſſive ſtate to the cradle and 
the grave, in a greater or leſs degree, 
As 
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as vice or virtue, temperance or in- 
temperance, take the lead; that is, 
on the ſuppoſition, the ſubject is the 
human form; and here it muſt be 
allowed, the ſpirit s ſcene of action 
originally is but (mall; then what 
ſhall we think of its ſituation in a- 
nimals of a leſs form, whoſe mag- 


mtude bears no more proportion to 


that of Man, than Man does to the 


enormous Whale. Our profound 


Philoſopher Mir vor, whoſe powers 
of imagery and imagination exceed - 
ed all that ever iſſued, or probably 
ever will ue, from the human form; 
clearly gives his conceptions of theſe 
celeſtiz} beings at their pandemo- 
nium council, after our expulfion 


trom the regions of bliſs; — 


«Cc Thus 


= 


Thus incorporeal ſpirits.to fzalle/? forms 
Reduced their ſhapes immenſe, and were at large, 
Though without number ſtill, amidſt the hall 

Of that infernal court.“ 


Sect. 15. One phenomenon in 
nature ſeems not yet perfectly ac- 
counted for, that requires a diſtin 
meditation ;—we ſee in every nation 
of people one ſet of mortals, with their 
deſcendants in perpetuity, doomed to 
labor and irkſome dependance; and 
others in their generations, born to 
affluence and joyous independance; 
this ſucceſſion of different lots is 
ſeen as well in the brutal, as the hu- 
man forms ;—over. and above what 
has been ſaid, to reconcile the ways 
of God to Man, reſpecting the happy 
and unhappy ſtate of the animal crea- 

N tion, 
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tion, as flowing from their merits or 
demerits in their preſent ſtate of ex- 
iſtence; it is no irrational conjec- 
ture to imagine, that amongſt the 
angelic apoſtates, ſome tribes were 
more, others leſs culpable; and that 
God, as a juſt judge, confiftent with | 
the laws of diſtributive. juſtice, has | 
alſo a perpetual retroſpect to the de- 
gree of the offending ſpirits original 
guilt; for as before hinted in the 
primitive creed, Man is not only ac- 
countable for the miſapplication of 
his powers in his preſent ſtate, but 
in a more eſpecial manner for his 
firſt pre-exiſtent lapſe-and rebellion, 
typefied by Moszs in the fall of 
Man; and when that inſpired philoe 
ſopher and legiſlator ſeems to inti- 

mate, 
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mate, that the inhabitants of the 
earth are the deſcendants of Adam 
and Eve, he plainly means no more 
in that beautiful allegory, than that 
| God, in his deſignation for the pro- 
pagation of the human ſpecies, cre- 
ated one female for one male, and that 
a deviation from that law was a tranſ- 
greſſion of his original inſtitutes. 


SeR. 16. Havinc thus, for the 
relief of ſome doubts which have 
long laboured in my own mind, and 
not without a view at the ſame time 

to the good of my fellow-creatures, 
traced and elucidated every phœno- 
menon in nature, from God its foun- 
tain to the loweſt beings of his crea- 
tion; and humbly aſſigned the ma- 
Nt nifeſt 
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nifeſt cauſes for the formation of this 
world, Man, and Brute, as being 
the juſt conſequences of our angelic 


apoſtacy; and having alſo marked 


the probable means of deprecating 
the divine diſpleaſure, by adopting 
a mode of pure faith and worſhip, 
conſonant to the conceptions we 
ought to entertain of a juſt and mer- 
ciful Creator ;—it remains only, to 
deplore the unthinking, infatuated 


ſtate of the human mind, plunged. 


in the perpetual purſuit of vicious 
and vague enjoyments, unworthy its 
divine origin and dignity, and de- 
ſtructive of its preſent and future fe- 
licity; this mirror has been held up 


to mankind by the moraliſts of every 


age and nation, without any appear- 
ance 
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ance of amendment; on the con- 
trary, as the world grows older, every 
ſpecies of wickedneſs ſeems to grow 
with it, and gain new ſtrength and 
vigor, from the throne to the cot- 
tage;—we daily hear of parents mur- 
dering their offspring, and children 
imbruing their hands in the blood of 
their parents;—huſbands deſtroying 
their wives, and wives poiſoning 
their huſbands ;-—a perpetual invaſion 
of lifeand property, by every kind 
of daring violence;—moral rectitude, 
conjugal fidelity, the laws of ſociety, 
and the precepts of religion, are be- | 
come mere inſignificant terms;—and 
ſuicide, the common reſult of a lite 
paſſed in wickedneſs and folly.— 
Kings, Princes, and States, in place 
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of being the fathers and protectors 


of their people, prove their tyrants 


and - oppreflors;—the nobles of the 


land are debilitated and debaſed;— 


the profeſſors of the law prove the 


inſtruments of contention, and the 


| bane of ſociety;—the clergy avari- 


cious and voluptuous, and negligent 
in their holy function; the ſoldiery 
diſſolute; the gentry treading cloſe 
on the heels of nobility, in imitation 
of their vices, extravagance, and 


diiſipation;—traders and mechanics 


under every denomination, adepts in 
fraud and impolition;—the farmer 
and his laboring hind, never defici- 
ent in low dirty cunning and chi- 
cane; and the ſenates corrupt, in 
conſequence of a corrupt people. — 


That 
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That there are ſome conſpicuous excep- 
tions, in each of theſe ranks of 
mankind, is certain; God forbid 
there ſhould not; but then, their 
number bears ſo ſmall a proportion 
to the maſs of offenders, that they 
are loſt and diſregarded in the com- 
mon and univerſal abyſs of depravity 
and ſenſuality. No particular ap- 
plication is here made to s or that 
ſtate or kingdom; the portrait too 
juſtly reſembles every nation or peo- 
ple on the face of the globe: Can 
mankind then wonder, that God 
ſhould puniſh ſuch atrocious immo- 
ral tranſgreſſions, by daily viſitations 


of plague, peſtilence, famine, earth- 


quakes, tempeſts, lightenings and in- 
undations? (the natural inſtruments 


of 
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of his diſpleaſure,) and that devaſta- 
tion, ſhipwreck, death, and dire de- 
ſtruction, ſhould follow ?—or that diſ- 
cord, diſſention, and rebellion, ſhould 
erect their ſtandards and overſpread 
the land?—Rather let him wonder 
at his Creator's clemency and forbear- 
ance, that all theſe are not accumu- 
lated on him TENFoLD !—To ſum up 
all, the preſent ſtate of univerſal cri- 


minality conſidered, what has each 


delinquent foul, or ſpirit, rationally 
to expect, when ſeparated by DEATH, 
from its mortal covering, but a miſe- 
rable ſtate of future exiſtence, under 


whatſoever forms God ſhall be plea- 


{ed to cloth it with, during the in- 
termediate ſpace between the pre- 
ſent, and the final day of Judgement ? 

— that 
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that aweful, that tremendous day! 
when God's gracious term of proba- 
rion will be cloſed, not be regained, 
to all ETERNITY. 
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